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EDITORIAL 


Our Associate Editor 
Continues To Improve 


At this writing our Associate Eeditor is in Florida 
where he is recuperating from his recent illness. 
Many of our readers and many other friends of 
Dr. Bell have been much in prayer for his recovery. 
We are delighted to have editorials by Dr. Bell in 
this issue of The Journal which were written during 
his visit to Florida. 


We praise God for the fine way in which He has 
used Dr. L. Nelson Bell, both on the Foreign Mis- 
sion Field and here at home. We are sure that our 
readers will join us in praying for God’s continued 
blessings on Dr. Bell’s ministry in the Master’s 
Name. —H.B.D. 





A Dangerous 
Philosophy 


The usually accepted reason for taxation has 
been to secure funds with which to carry out the 
normal functions and responsibilities of govern- 
ment. 


An economic conference, sponsored by the Feder- 
al Council, has recently stated that, “the extensive 
use of taxation to reduce inequalities that now 
exist is a desirable procedure from an economic 
and Christian perspective.” 


We would like to most emphatically state that we 
believe this statement is unchristian as to basis and 
economically unsound as to fact. 


That the strong should bear the burdens of the 
weak is Christian, but, that the energetic, resource- 
ful, hard working and successful should have a 
disproportionate part of the reward of their labors 
taken from them by government, to “reduce in- 
equalities” is both unfair and unchristian. 


Furthermore, this same method of “reduction of 
inequalities” is economically unsound and is prov- 
ing, and will prove in far greater measure in the 
future, to be the undoing of an economic system 
which has brought the greatest blessings to the 
greatest number of people in any nation in the 





world’s history. Destruction of initiative and in- 
centive is a very short-sighted policy. 


This same group which is applauding burdensome 
and excessive taxation, to “reduce inequalities,” is 
the same group which has been sniping at the 
profit motive, the capitalistic system and those 
freedoms of opportunity and just rewards of hard 
and honest work which have characterized the 
American way of life. It is the same people who 


envision a universal utopia by governmental regula- 
tion. 


Finally, here is an honest and frank suggestion 
to the Federal Council. Instead of, in the name of 
Christianity, picking at the foundations of our eco- 
nomic system, which with all of its faults is still the 
best to be found in the world, and a system which 
will improve if more of those who direct it are won 
to faith in our Saviour; instead of so much emphasis 
on economic theories why is there such an abysmal 
silence on some of the moral conditions which are 
eating the very vitals of our nation? 


Why is the Federal Council apparently doing 
nothing about gambling, the slot machines, and the 
numbers rackets which are found everywhere? 
These gambling syndicates are reaching into every 
city in our nation and are taking billions of dollars 
from the people. In Illinois alone $100,000,000 go 
into the hands of gamblers each year through slot 
machines. 


Why is the Federal Council so nearly silent 
about the liquor traffic which has spawned across 
our nation leaving poverty, broken homes and un- 
told misery in its wake? 


Why do we hear so little from the Federal 
Council about the sexual immorality which grows 
and grows in our midst? Why is there not time 
given to holding up Christian standards which re- 
quire a Christian to separate himself from the 
pictures, novels and other things which so obviously 
add fuel to the fire of moral decadence? We may 
not have seen it, certainly we know of no program 
for youth, sponsored by the Federal Council, which 
holds out to young people the necessity of separat- 
ing from the things which tarnish and spoil. 


The writer has had little to say about the Federal 
Council since our church voted to remain in that 
organization. We have waited to see how great our 
vaunted influence would be. We believe our repre- 
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sentatives have tried hard to present the position 
of our church. 


But, when we see the Federal Council sponsor- 
ing, as it has, a statement on economic matters 
which we feel is calculated to do serious harm, 
because it is both unchristian and economically un- 
sound; when we find them backing national legisla- 
tion which would accomplish by force of law the 
abolition of segregation in Southern schools, when 
many Christian people think there is a better pro- 
ceedure; where, we say, we find the Federal Council 
so positive and active in these matters, on which 
Christians so seriously differ, and at the same time 
find them silent, or almost so, on the moral and 
spiritual things which are destroying our nation, 
we are constrained to conclude that those who act- 
ually control and direct the activities of the Federal 
Council have an interpretation of Christianity and 
a philosophy of life which is seriously impaired and 
which is therefore dangerous. —L.N.B 





With More Than 
Caution 


A book which has attracted wide attention, both 
in its pre-issue build-up, and now that it is avail- 
able in the book stores, is Immanuel Velikovsky’s 
“Worlds In Collision.” 


Many Christians have felt that this book is a 
scientific confirmation for their faith in the plenary 
inspiration of the Scriptures. As one reads it is 
difficult to differentiate between statements which 
are capable of present or eventual proof and the 
evidently very large element which has come from 
an amazingly fertile imagination. In our judgement 
this book should be regarded with more than mod- 
erate caution by Christians. Our faith in the Word 
of God stands on a much firmer foundation than is 
to be found here. 


As we have stated before, most of the intellec- 
tual and scientific difficulties which may confront 
Christians with reference to the Bible and estab- 
lished scientific belief can be entirely eliminated if 
one recognizes the probability that between the 
first and second verses of the first chapter of Gen- 
esis there was a hiatus of millions of years. 


Established scientific facts have never disproved 
the reliability or the authority of the Word of God. 
Theories which have been held at variance with the 
Bible have again and again broken down with time 
and further knowledge. We have, not a human doc- 
ument, but a divine revelation given by the Spirit 
of God through human instruments, but kept, as it 
affirms and, as this same Spirit confirms to our 
hearts, as God’s Word in very fact. —L.N.B. 





Certainty 


When the Lord makes His child lie down in green 
pastures He gives rest and He also feeds. 


The recent enforced rest and quiet brought with 
it a wonderful opportunity to read and study the 
Bible, not just a few chapters at a time but an en- 
tire book at one sitting. Reading an entire Gospel, 
or the book of Acts, or Paul’s letter to the Romans, 
without stopping, gives wonderful new light on their 
meaning. 

For years we have been convinced that the honest 
intellectual attitude to the Bible is one of complete 
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confidence. We believe such intellectual neonate 
stems from a spiritual experience first and is then 
confirmed by the same Spirit which brought about 
this experience. We further believe that doubt as to 
the absolute authority of God’s Word is at the 
bottom of the Church’s dilemma today. When man 
places reason above or before revelation he is mak- 
ing it impossible for God to fully bless his ministry. 


Luke begins his Gospel with his declaration of 
“those things which are most surely believed among 
us” and follows with the affirmation that he him- 
self “had perfect understanding of all things from 
the very beginning” and then he explains the reason 
for his writing in these words, “That thou mightest 
know the certainty of those things wherein thou 
hast been instructed.” 


Ours is a time of uncertainty. Of course the 
unregenerate world is uncertain because it is with- 
out Christ and without hope. But, inside the Church 
there is only too often uncertainty too. 


So very often those who bear the name of Chris- 
tian are uncertain about salvation, uncertain about 
heaven and hell, uncertain about how to live and 
uncertain what will happen when they die. 


This same uncertainty is also marked in religious 
leadership. The intellect and human reason chal- 
lenge the supernatural revelations of God in His 
Word and through His Son and, unless there is a 
complete surrender to this revelation, uncertainty 
continues. 


Oh that men would take a Gospel such as that of 
Luke or John, read and reread it asking that the 
light of the Holy Spirit might pierce the clouds of 
doubt and uncertainty in their minds! Then, as 
surely as God is the God of truth and light and life, 
uncertainty will disappear and the reader will say in 
his heart, “I BELIEVE and I KNOW.” 


With this transformation will come peace and 
hope. How such peace and such hope is needed in 
this time. Men long for assurance. Shall they con- 
tinue to thirst and starve when abundance is at 
hand? The answer is in great measure in the hands 
of those who bear the name “Christian” — 

—L.N.B. 





Security 


Security in time of danger—security from sudden 
financial difficulties—security in old age; all of 
these bring their measure of comfort and can be 
legitimately desired and worked for. 


But, the greatest security of all and that com- 
pared with which all other pales into insignificance 
is the security of sins forgiven and the knowledge, 
(not simply the hope), that we have eternal life. 


We recently passed thru a period when, medical- 
ly speaking, there was more than a reasonable 
chance that any minute could be the last. At such 
a time, for the Christian, many things assume their 
proper values and there comes clearly into focus the 
glorious fact that security for eternity is based on 
but one thing, Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
What we have done means absolutely nothing. What 
He has done means everything. 


When one’s faith is based on the person and 
work of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, one 
has an assurance and a sense of security which 
comes from standing on the Rock of Ages. 
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We do not mean to over stress the personal ex- 
perience of the writer. What we would stress is 
that this security is what men want and need. It is 
what the Church is primarily in this world to pro- 
claim and it is what, only too often, men are failing 
to get. 


We have recently reread the New Testament 
looking again for its central teaching and we find 
it an inescapable fact that the purpose of the life, 
death and resurrection of our Lord is to save men 
from their sins. Saved to a life of holiness and 
service; yes, but such a life is but an earnest of the 
truth that this salvation is for eternity. 


And, the conditions under which we shall exist 
are so wonderful that no eye has seen, no ear heard, 
nor has man’s imagination ever been able to even 
remotely conjure up its glories. 


That is the security which Jesus Christ offers in 
the Gospel. It is ours to be received by faith, and 
in no other way. It is also ours to proclaim. If we 
believe it then, for the sake of those who so 
desperately need it; for the sake of the One who 
gives it, let us preach it and preach it like we mean 
it. —L.N.B. 





A Positive Program 


We offer the following items as part of a positive 
program for our Church: 


1. Preach and teach Jesus Christ from the Holy 
Scriptures and pray the Holy Spirit to honor and 
bless the preaching with grace that generates the 
obedience of faith in the hearers. As the Good 
Shepherd speaks and His sheep hear His voice, the 
gracious God calls sinners into fellowship with Him- 
self. 


2. Pray for revival, preach for revival, support 
revival when it comes. Thank God for those whom 
He is using as His instruments now, such as Billy 
Graham, and pray that He may be pleased to use 
more of His ministers in His mighty work of grace. 
We are by nature the children of wrath and be- 
come the children of God as we are born again of 
the Holy Spirit, as we turn in faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


3. Stand for the Protestant and the Presbyterian, 
rather than the Roman Catholic, doctrine of Church 
unity. There is one Christ and therefore one Church. 
Our unity is in Him, it is vertical not horizontal. 
This unity is not destroyed by separate denomina- 
tional organizations but is expressed between de- 
nominations by sharing in the God-given means of 
grace, namely, the preaching of the Word and the 
administration of the sacraments. Christ is the only 
ONE great enough and gracious enough to gather 
up the fragments of our sin-broken world. 


4. Stand for the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States in which God has been pleased to 
put us. We glory in its testimony. We advocate 
supporting its Church benevolences and oppose 
diverting the attention and support of our people 
to causes (such as the Japanese International Chris- 
tian University) which our regular board has de- 
clined to support. 


Believing that God’s Providential hand has been 
and is on our Church we advocate its continuous, 
undivided service of God and man. We do not think 
that this is a time to divide our Church by pressing 
a merger that many will not accept. If a Plan of 
Union is pressed we insist that it contain: (1) the 
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doctrinal safeguard of our ordination vows and the 
interpretation thereof by the unanimous action of 
our 1939 General Assembly: (2) the maintenance 
of the testimony of our Book of Church Order to 
Christ as the only King, the sole Lawgiver in the 
Church; (3) the continuance of the ownership of 
the local property by the congregation and against 
the transference of this ownership to the higher 
courts. We solemnly warn against any effort to 
force through a Plan of Union in disregard of these 
positive principles advocated by a substantial group 
in our Church, as likely to divide and perhaps de- 
stroy the temple of God and bring down God’s 
judgment upon those who are guilty of this sacri- 
lege (I Cor. 3:17 ASV). 


5. As Calvinists we hold that Christ is the Lord 
of every life and the Lord of all life, consequently 
we recognize the responsibility of the Church to 
proclaim the Word of God to the social, economic 
and political world in which we live. As the Apostle 
Paul did, the Church should serve as chaplain to 
the economic and political order in which she finds 
herself using the Word to condemn evils in that 
order, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort. We do not, 
however, find that Christ and His apostles left the 
Church any authority to set up a new political or 
economic order that shall supplant the American 
economy of free enterprise and political liberty 
with a socialistic regime. Accordingly, we oppose 
our Church, or any council of churches of which 
we are members, condemning the American system 
because it does not accord with the socialistic 
economy and collectivistic statism of prominent 
professors. The Church is to speak where the Lord 
speaks in His Word, and be silent where He is 
silent. From that Word she has a creed, she does 
not have human opinions to offer for the healing 
of the nations. 


6. Advocate a Christian worship which is a dia- 
logue between the gracious God and the believing 
man. In the service of praise, in confession of our 
sins and of our assurance of His forgiveness, in 
the reading and preaching of His Word, God speaks 
and man responds in gratitude and service. We 
oppose both the Roman Catholic mass which thinks 
of God as the only doer in worship, and the 
modernistic psychologism which thinks of the 
Church as only the place where man acts. 


7. In the Church Sunday Schools, in the home, 
and in the Church worship advocate definite biblic- 
al teaching. We reject the thesis that “religion can 
be caught it cannot be taught.” Our Lord com- 
missioned His disciples to teach all nations and they 
ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus Christ. As 
we teach Christ in His grace and in His glory, in 
His Person and His offices, the Holy Spirit so ac- 
companies the teaching that men are born again 
and through this teaching of the Word the Chris- 
tian faith is imparted—or “caught.” As a magni- 
ficant exposition of the truth of God’s Word we 
advocate the renewed use of the Shorter Catechism. 


8. In the schools, colleges, and theological semin- 
aries of our Church advocate the passing and the 
maintenance of adequate doctrinal tests and safe- 
guards for the faculty and for the board, and the 
honoring of these obligations, as well as of the 
ordination vows taken by our Church officers, 
recognizing that in these matters we stand before 
Him to Whom we shall give account. 


9. For the grace to bless this positive program 
we look to the heavenly Father, to the living, risen 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the power of the Holy 
Spirit. —Wm.C.R. 
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CHRIST 
All-Sufficient Or Insufficient 


Is the Lord Jesus Christ all-sufficient or is He 
insufficient? In my opinion, here is the funda- 
mental difference between the Reformation and 
Roman Catholicism. I am happy to say that our 
Roman Catholic friends together with us and with 
the Greek or Orthodox Church do teach the truth 
of Christ’s person, namely, that He is God and man 
in one Person forever. But they do not teach the 
all-sufficiency of Christ in His offices as Prophet, as 
Priest and Sacrifice, and as King. 


In an old cemetery in Charlotte there is the grave 
of an Irishman covered with a horizontal marker. 
At the head of the stone there is a Cross with a 
Latin inscription declaring that our only hope is 
the Cross of Christ. If that were all that was on 
the marker and if it represented Roman Catholic 
thinking there would never have been any Protes- 
tant Reformation. Luther and Calvin call us to make 
Christ our only hope, and all our hope. But at the 
bottom or foot of the marker there is another in- 
scription in English to this effect: “It is a good 
thing to pray for the departed,” with a reference 
to Maccabees. Here is the hybrid of Rome. She 
stands with one foot resting on the Cross, but with 
the other on prayers for the dead, masses for those 
in purgatory, penances, indulgences, works of 
merit, saints and intercessors, texts from apocryphal 
books. Now there are other things worse than only 
resting half one’s weight on Christ and His Cross. 
There is a liberalism or modernism which would 
erase the Latin motto at the head of the Irish- 
man’s tomb and call men to do all their own think- 
ing and lift themselves by their own bootstraps to 
heaven. But the Reformation sings: Jesus paid it 
all. All to Him I owe. Stand in Him, in Him alone, 
Gloriously Complete. The Reformation puts all its 
weight on Christ: on His Cross, on His Resurrec- 
tion. 


Rome assumes that man still has so much wisdom 
left after the Fall that he can use his own reason 
and begin the structure of Christian truth with 
nature and only bring in grace to complete what 
nature began. Also he assumes that man has wisdom 
enough to add to the worship God has given in His 
Word, and construct a “religious masterpiece” such 
as the Jesuit mass. On the other hand the Reforma- 
tion says Christ is the all-sufficient Prophet and 
that he has given the revelation of His will in His 
Word that is sufficient for faith, life and worship. 
Luther says begin with the Word, with Jesus Christ. 
Calvin and Knox add introduce nothing into the 
worship of God except that for which there is a 
Divine warrant in the Word. Moreover, the Re- 
formation makes the personal address of the Good 
Shepherd through His Word and our response by 
the faith the Holy Spirit generates to be the heart 
of Christian worship. Rome, on the other hand, puts 
the emphasis on her seven sacraments which are 
less personal and more like physical causation. For 
modernist worship the relation between God and 
man is absorbed in man. For Rome it is absorbed in 
God who acts ex opere operato in the sacraments. 
For true Protestantism, Christian worship is a 
blessed dialogue between the living God speaking 
through His Word in personal promises of grace, 
and man, by the grace of the Spirit, answering in 
free personal gratitude. 


For the Romanist the sacrifice of Christ must be 
continued or repeated over and over again in in- 


numerable masses. For the Reformation Christ 
offered one sacrifice once for all. His sacrifice is 
all-sufficient and any effort to offer another is an 
affront to that all-sufficiency. The Table of the 
Lord is not another sacrifice but a sacrificial meal 
—the Lord’s Supper based on His one sacrifice 
offered once for all. He pleads the efficacy of His 
one sacrifice in heaven and thereby secures for His 
people the blessings of the Spirit. On the basis of 
His one sacrifice He is the all-sufficient Priest. 
Since He has His Priesthood unchanageable, He 
ever liveth to intercede for us. We need no other 
mediating Priest. He brings us to His Father and to 
our Father to His God and to our God. And through 
Him we can come at any moment, at any place to 
the throne of grace to find the mercy and help we 
sorely need. 

Finally, He is all-sufficient as our King. The 
Lord is our King, the Lord is our Judge, the Lord 
is our lawgiver. The High Water Mark of the Re- 
formation was reached when Luther hurled the 
Roman Catholic Cannon Law into the flames at 
Eyster Gate in Wittenberg. Thereby he declared 
that Christ is the only King in Zion and His Word 
is our only Lawbook. To this glorious testimony of 
the all-sufficiency of Christ as King the Southern 
Presbyterian Church has borne a mighty witness 
for these ninety years. This is written large in our 
present Book of Church Order. Unfortunately a 
majority of those who represent us on the Com- 
mittee of Cooperation and Union have acceded to 
the position of the USA Church and have allowed 
this great Reformation testimony to be obscured 
in the several Plans of Union that they have 
printed. If union takes place on the printed Plan of 
Union we will be compromising with the Roman 
doctrine and accepting with the Roman Church the 
position that Christ is an insufficient King and that 
His Kingly reign over His Church must be supple- 
mented by the laws of the Church. Today, however, 
thanks to B. M. Palmer and his associates, Jesus 
Christ is the all-sufficient King, the only Lawgiver 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S. We are Protes- 
tants now. Christ is all-sufficient. —Wm.C.R. 





Japan’s Challenge 


Our Church is falling so far behind in her obliga- 
tion to the already established work in Japan that 
we feel a quotation from a recent letter from Rev. 
James A. McAlpine is very much in order. 

—L.N.B.’ 


“The Lord may call only some of us to serve in 
the field, but He calls all of us to support the 
Kingdom of God with our time and money. Our 
Japan Mission has grown from two lonely men in 
January of 1947 to 28 adults and 14 children on 
the field in March, 1950. There is one couple 
studying in Berkeley ,one single man and two 
single women appointed and ready to come out. 
When these five adults arrive, we will be up to our 
prewar 1940 strength. However the budget will 
have to be expanded to take care of this growth. 
There is the rub. People offer themselves for ser- 
vice, and everyone agrees that “NOW is the time,” 
yet the General Assembly has frozen the budget at 
the 1946 level until the Program of Progress cam- 
paign is completed. My friends, this does not make 
sense. God’s work cannot be “frozen” to wait for 
our convenience. I ask all who read this letter to 
consider prayerfully the opportunities and needs 
and then to give as the Lord leads you to give; 
$5.00 per person, from each of our 500,000 mem- 
bers, would complete the goal of the Program of 
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Progress for missions at once and release the Board 
to expand. Dare you give less? Can you not give 
more? Thus you will provide for items desperately 
needed now to minister to the hearts, minds, and 
bodies of all those flocking to our points of work. 
We would like to plan for a hospital, an orphanage, 
a radio station, and to provide christian literature, 
but our Nashville office cannot give us the green 
light, until all at home support the work. Your 
gifts last year for the entire budget at home and 
abroad was just over $52.00, one dollar per week 
per person. How does that compare with the 
average personal budget for movies and cigarette 
money? The Reader’s Digest reports that we Ameri- 
cans spent nine billions for cigarettes alone last 
year. If you give the same amount to the Lord, I’m 
sure our Nashville Office would be happy!” 





Our China Policy 


Dr. Sherwood Eddy writes of China in the March 
15th issue of The Christian Century under the 
heading, “What About Formosa?” With much that 
he says we are in hearty agreement, but we do not 
think it is a fair article because it ignores so much 
that has taken place. Speaking of General Chiang 
he says, “‘He has had twenty years of fair trial. He 
has been weighed in the balances and found want- 
ing. — As I read the White Paper, I find fault 
with our state department—for having borne with 
him so long.” 


This editorial is no defense of General Chiang 
nor is it a defense of the morally corrupt National- 
ist government of the past two years. We are pre- 
pared, however, to prove that our own American 
government and certain advisers in the state de- 
partment are, in part, responsible for the tragedy 
which is China today and for the greatest debacle 
in the history of our foreign policy. 


The writer lived in China for twenty-five years, 
the first part under the feudal war-lord regime, 
numbering at least three of these men as close 
personal friends. We then saw the emergence of the 
Nationalist government and lived under it during a 
time when we saw spectacular changes and advances 
which could only be appreciated by those who knew 
what had existed before. We saw expansion of 
education, reforms in laws and courts, the first 
steps in the implementation of democratic govern- 
men, expansion and improvement in roads and other 
forms of communications. There was a stabilized 
hard currency, with true worth on the world 
market. There was gradually effective resistance to 
unwarranted controls of foreign powers. 


This change for progress and stability was being 
accomplished so rapidly that in five or six years 
time we saw advances often taking scores of years 
in other countries. This was under the Nationalist 
regime of General Chiang. Imperfect; yes, and at 
times trying because of a too exuberant national- 
ism. But, it was tremendous progress, and in the 
right direction. 


Japan saw this progress and recognized its true 
significance. Japan saw that unless it was im- 
mediately checked her own hope of domination in 
East Asia was gone. Japan struck. 


When Japan began her military operations in 
Manchuria, some of us were roundly denounced in 
America as “war-mongers’”’ because we wrote home 
that unless this was stopped immediately—by force 





of arms if necessary—a greater conflagration was 
inevitable. 


China did not, as in the past, take Japan’s attack 
lying down. The resistance was wonderfully spirited 
and, at times, effective. The war gradually spread 
down into East and central China. America con- 
tinued to supply Japan with oil and munitions of 
war. 


During this period America also spelled the doom 
of a stable currency for China. Selfish interests 
secured the passage of a law raising the price of 
silver in America far beyond its rightful value on 
the world market. Like air rushing into a vacuum 
China’s silver currency rushed to America and was 
replaced by paper money. 


The inevitable chain-reaction of war took its 
course. America was forced in, not on the terms of 
her own dictating which she would have had, had 
she stopped the Manchurian invasion and Hitler’s 
occupation of the Saar in their inception, but as a 
matter of self-defense after Pearl Harbor. 


During this time and the ensuing years the 
Nationalist armies under General Chiang continued 
resistance to Japan, thereby containing Japanese 
armies on the Chinese mainland which otherwise 
would have been fighting our men in the islands of 
the Pacific. 


The Nationalist government gradually retreated 
to Chungking and to that hard-pressed capital went 
many American newspaper writers. Most of these 
men were new to China. The filth, the inefficiency, 
the petty hinderances often placed in their way, the 
lack of anything resembling the comforts of home; 
these in time embittered many of these men and 
they began to hear of the striking difference in the 
Yenan capital of the Chinese Communists. A few 
got through to see this show-place of Communism 
and almost all of them agreed that anything would 
be better than what they saw in Chungking. 


An increasing number of articles began to appear 
in the American press denouncing the Nationalists 
and praising the Communists. This was aggravated 
by General Chiang’s retention of part of America’s 
lend-lease equipment for the war with the Com- 
munists which he knew from the first was inevit- 


able. 


America was told that it was the Communists 
who were actually fighting the Japanese, not the 
Nationalists. This was in large measure pro-com- 
munist propaganda. The writer was living in a large 
city when, after eighteen months defense, the 
Nationalists were driven out and the city taken by 
the Japanese. The Nationalists immediately re- 
tired to the country-side, organized guerilla units, 
administered the area, received their pay by planes 
flown in from Nationalist territory and proved a 
continued nuisance to the Japanese and a menace 
to their supply lines. Six months later Communist 
troops came in from the North-west, disarmed and 
drove out the weaker Nationalist forces and from 
that time until V-J day, almost four years later, did 
practically nothing to hinder the Japanese, simply 
holding hinterland territory until America defeated 
Japan. 


During these years the Japanese, on at least four 
different occasions, offered remarkably generous 
terms to General Chiang if he would make a sepa- 
rate peace. General Chiang absolutely refused to 
desert his American allies. 
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Then America defeated Japan and the Nationalist 
government had, in only a few weeks time, to ex- 
pand back into all of China and Manchuria. She 
had neither the men nor the resources necessary 
for such a herculean task. America aided by trans- 
porting troops and officials by plane. But here 
America began the two final fatal mistakes which 
led to the ultimate debacle in China. 


These two outstanding mistakes were: (a.) treat- 
ing China as tho she were equally responsible for 
the defeat of Japan. (b.) Trying to think Chinese 
Communists were not like Communists in other 
parts of the world and trying to coerce the Nation- 
alists into a coalition government with the Com- 
munists. 


Let us examine the first mistake. It was Ameri- 
can blood and money which actually defeated 
Japan. America never let China face this truth as 
she should. Pride is one of the outstanding faults 
of the Chinese mind and the Nationalists became 
insufferably cocky. Instead of insisting on certain 
basic rights in her dealings with the Nationalists 
we permitted them to adopt financial and other 
policies which were suicidal. Firm advice could have 
prevented this. An imperialistic attitude was not 
needed, but a realistic and firm policy would have 
gone far to prevent the eventual economic chaos 
which resulted. 


In the second place, we asked China to do some- 
thing we have not asked any other nation in the 
world to do. We asked them to make peace with 
the Communists. We went so far as to send General 
Marshall out there to effect this compromise. Dur- 
ing the ten months he was there the Communists 
had time to secure from the Russians, the Japanese 
war material captured in Manchuria. This attitude 
towards the Communists was fostered by certain 
American writers and by a group of men inside and 
outside the state department whose views of 
Chinese Communists were so woefully wrong. We 
do not for one minute think Mr. Owen Lattimore 
is a Communist. But, we think the advive he gave 
with reference to communism in China was the 
optimum of misguided judgment. 


America has become confused in its thinking 
about communism. One does not have to be a 
Communist to advocate policies which play into the 
hands of Communists. It is here that America has 
failed so miserably in its policy towards China. 
General Patrick Hurley, war-time ambassador to 
Chungking, recently stated that most of the men 
he had to dismiss because of their pro-communist 
sympathies were now working in the state depart- 
ment. 


None of that which has been written can in any 
way ignore the fact that the post-war Nationalist 
government gradually became more and more cor- 
rupt. Nor can it be ignored that this corruption was 
fostered and furthered by pouring in of American 
equipment and money without the American super- 
vision down to point of ultimate use, which all who 
have lived very long in China know to be absolutely 
mecessary. In fact, with exceptions, America did 
not want to use men who knew the language and 
customs. When Dr. Walter Judd sought to secure 
the appointment of an American missionary of 
fifteen years experience in China as an UNNRA 
representative he was told, “We do not want any 
d missionaries or old China hands.”’ This 
organization, handing out millions of American 
dollars was later found riddled with Communists. 





We may try to wash our hands of General Chiang 
and that little group holding out on Formosa and 
Hainan but the fact remains that in a not very 
small measure he is the victim of an exceedingly 
misguided, and at times, viscious American policy. 


We believe General Chiang is a Christian. He is 
a babe in the faith and we seriously doubt if he has 
had the spiritual guidance he needs but he is a 
Christian, a man who has set a moral example and 
one who has probably been sinned against more 
than sinning. 


Certainly we Christians owe it to him to pray 
daily for him. God used Gideon and He has the 
same power today. Certainly the hope of Christian 
missions in China does not lie in the direction of 
present developments. 


The prayers of Christians can yet bring about a 
miracle. —L.N.B. 


Signs Along The 
Road 


I learned several lessons when I took my driver’s 
license test not long ago. One was that the signs 
along the road are very important: if you do not 
know what they mean you are not apt to get your 
license. They are put there to make driving safer. 
There are a variety of them. I understand that the 
Road Commission is considering putting up special 
ones wherever there have been bad wrecks. 





This is no new thing: our Father in heaven has 
marked the way of life very plainly ,and has put 
His signs all along the road. Sometimes He says, 
Stop; sometimes, Go Slowly and Carefully; some- 
times He tells us the road is very dangerous, or 
crooked, or the bridge narrow. 


He has also shown us where others have wrecked 
their lives, or their homes, or the nation which they 
ruled. The place and time of David’s great sin is 
put down; the account of Jacob’s deceit and its 
consequences; of Elijah’s discouragement and its 
cure; of Peter’s denial and the bitter tears. All 
these things are written for our warning and help. 


The traffic officer who examines you will tell 
you that it pays to watch and obey the signs. A 
great many accidents and deaths have resulted fro 
failing to do this. : 


Ezekiel, the prophet, was a sign unto his nation, 
and warned them, and reproved them for their sins. 
God is flashing many warning signals before our 
eyes today. Will we be wise enough to see and 
obey? —J.K.P. 


Knowing And Doing 


There was a second lesson I learned as I waited 
my turn to be examined. 





Some of those applying for licenses did not know. 
There was one man ahead of me who did not seem 
to be able to learn the proper signals for turning 
right and left, or stopping. I tried to help him a 
little with my Manual, and he was still struggling 
with his problem when I left. 


I could not help but wonder if many of those 
who made 100 percent as far as knowledge was 
concerned, would not fail when the practice part 
came in. Knowing and doimg are two different 
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matters; we often know what we should do, but we 
fail in the doing. Just a bit of carelessness, or 
absorption in other things will often cause us to 
forget to put out our hand, or slow down, or watch 
the curve ahead, and we have trouble before we 
know it. 


And just a drink of beer or whiskey will cause a 
man who has made 100 on his test to be reckless in 
his driving. In fact, I would rather trust the ignor- 
ant man who had such a time learning the signals, 
than a man with a drink or two, no matter how 
good an examination he had passed. 


These things are serious enough on our highways: 
how much more serious they become when dealing 
with spiritual concerns. We have plenty of know- 
ledge in our land but so few put their knowledge 
into practice. “Did you not know better than that?” 
is often the question asked in a police court. 


The Master says that those who know not will be 
beaten with few stripes, while those who know and 
do not, will receive many stripes: also, God tells us 
that, to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin. 


Peter Marshall closes one of his most striking 
sermons with these words, ‘We know perfectly 
well ... but we don’t want to do it.”” Can that be 
true of any of us? —J.K.P. 





When God Is Working 


Newspapers recently quoted a New England Uni- 
tarian preacher as follows, “I do not believe in 
revivals—they are emotional—there is no room for 
reason.” 


One would not expect a Unitarian to believe in 
revival but many Christians say the same thing. 


But, let us mention some fruits of the revivals 
this Unitarian was opposing: 


One of the most prominent radio personalities on 
the West Coast—attending one of these meetings 
—under conviction and going off into the moun- 
tains to hunt—pressed by the Spirit and returning 
to Los Angeles—still resisting, sitting in a night 
club drinking until 3:30 in the morning when he 
returned home in an agony of conviction—calling 
the evangelist at 4 A.M. and going to his hotel, 
there to confess his sins and accept Christ as 
Savior. This same man now giving his full time to 
witnessing for the One Who saved him. Recently he 
was sitting in an airport reading his Bible while 
waiting for a plane. A passing man stopped to laugh 
at him and ask, “Do you believe that stuff?” On 
being assured that he did the scoffer said, ‘Why 
that Jesus you are reading about has been dead 
two thousand years.”’ To which this new-born man 
said, “‘Listen brother, I’ve got news for you, I was 
talking with Him just ten minutes ago.” Little 
wonder that in the five months since he was con- 
verted God has already used him to win hundreds 
to Christ. 


Again—an electronics engineer, wire-tapper for 
one of the greatest gambling syndicates in this 
country—converted in the same meeting. Confess- 
ing his perjury in a previous trial—making restitu- 
tion of ill-gotten money until he sold his home and 
other personal possessions to make things right— 
now going hither and yon to witness for his Lord. 


Again — a famous athelete, still holding the 
record for the outdoor mile, a flagrant sinner— 
converted in the same meeting and now invited 
hither and yon to tell of God’s redeeming love for 
him—a man now richly used, particularly in win- 
ning young people. 


Again—a television star—a man so low in sin 
that he had lined his entire family up against a wall 
during a drunken debauch and had his gun in hand 
to kill them; only deterred by the pleas of his 
son—this man converted in the same meeting— 
going immediately to seek his wife and estranged 
family—then making his witness over his television 
broadcast until he was dismissed because he put his 
witness first. 

A minister of twenty-five years —coming under 
the influence of this meeting and seeing the work 
of God’s Holy Spirit and who then, before a large 
group of fellow ministers cried out, ‘“‘God forgive 
me. For twenty-five years I have been in the 
ministry but I have not been preaching the Gospel. 
From now on, by His help I will.” 


Again—The most famous football star in Canada 
—attended meetings in one of our Southern cities, 
came forward to accept Christ and returned to 
Canada to witness for his new-found Saviour. Now 
a year later his testimony a trophy of God’s saving 
grace. 


Again—A business man who heard the Gospel 
call—put a full page advertisement in his local 
paper, stating that he had accepted the Lord as 
Saviour and was discontinuing the sale of Alcoholic 
beverages and conducting his business as a Chris- 
tian—now being invited to give his testimony in 
various churches and as a result dozens of others, 
chiefly men, accepting Christ. 


Again—tThe owner of a large cotton mill stating 
that as a result of the meeting held in his city, for 
one night only, two employees had come to him 
separately and confessed having stolen from the 
mill and making arrangements to make restitution. 


Again—A young couple returning home from a 
meeting and immediately going to the cupboard and 
pouring out the cocktail ingredients therein—be- 
cause they had given their hearts to Christ. 


Again—Dozens of instances where whole families 
accepted Christ and started life anew. 


Again—Two divorced couples in one city—the 
four converted separately in the same meeting— 
coming together again and now happily re-married. 





Again—aA family of four in another city—sepa- 
rated because of sin—all converted in the meetings, 
reunited, four months later giving their personal 
testimony of God’s saving grace. 


Again—A well-known big league player—con- 
verted, going on to training camp and frankly tell- 
ing his team-mates and reporters that he had “ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour” and also affirm- 
ing his intention of trying to win his associates to 
Christ. 

Again—A state amateur golf champion, dissi- 
pated and profane, converted, later his wife 
writing: “You can never know the change which 
has taken place, our home is like heaven now, and 
We are now attending church and have enrolled in 
a class for regular Bible study.” 


Again—A pastor reported, “As a result of the 
meeting we have admitted two hundred new mem- 
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bers to our church.” This pastor gave much time 
and prayer to the meetings. In the same city 
another pastor ignored them. He had two inquiries 
because of the meetings. 


Again—A pastor said, “I have never found it so 
easy to win men for Christ as since the meetings. 
During the last six weeks I have received one 
hundred and sixty-nine on profession of their faith 
in Christ.” 


Again—A business man resentful of the meetings 
in his city,longed for the evangelist to leave—after 
he had left for another city this business man, 
under conviction of sin, followed to that city, at- 
tended the first meeting and was converted. 


Again—A business man guilty of dishonest deal- 
ings, also flagrantly unfaithful to his Christian 
wife—converted—now giving his spare time to 
witnessing to the One he now serves. 


These stories can be multiplied by the thousands, 
many of them less spectacular, some even more so. 


Today God honors His Word. When that Word is 
preached and men are brought face to face with the 
fact that out of Christ they are eternally lost but 
that there is abundant pardon in Him, God’s Holy 
Spirit still brings conviction. 


The day of Spiritual power is still here. 


The day when men become new-born creatures 
in Christ instantly has not passed. 


We believe we are on the eve of a mighty Spirit- 
sent and endued revival, not because of an individ- 
ual or group of individuals, but because men are 
praying for revival and because God answers 
prayer. 


Men’s emotions and reactions vary and their 
problems also vary but their basic need is the same. 
This need is met in only one way—confession of 
and repentance from sin and faith in Jesus Christ. 
A supernatural God acts in supernatural ways. God 
= that the awakening needed may be at our 

oor. 


“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that 
it cannot save: neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear.”’ —L.N.B. 





Summary Of The Christian Faith 


According To The Shorter Catechism 


Dr. Robinson’s booklet, “Summary Of The Chris- 
tian Faith According To The Shorter Catechism,” 
is having a wide circulation. The booklet is being 
put to a large number of uses. Quite a number of 
Churches have ordered one hundred or more copies 
of this booklet. Several of these Churches are using 
the booklet as a basis for study in the mid-week 
service. Many other Churches have used it with 
classes of young people preparing for church mem- 
bership. Still other Churches are using this valuable 
booklet for special training classes for their elders 
and deacons. 


The price of this booklet has been kept low in 
order to encourage its wide circulation. 20¢ per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies, postpaid. Order from ‘The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Wrong Signals 


I learned a lesson the other night. It might have 
been the “hard way,” but for the Providence of 
God, and the fact that the man following me was 
a careful driver. I very foolishly gave the wrong 
signal, or rather made one signal, and did something 
else. There might have been a terrible wreck, and 
I would have been responsible! One of the cities of 
South Carolina which has prided itself on its splen- 
did record of “no accidents,” had that record 
broken recently because there was a misunderstand- 
ing of signals. 


We have a great deal of “Juvenile Delinquency” 
these days, and many young people are being 
wrecked morally and spiritually. Are we older men 
and women giving them the right or wrong signals?- 
J. Edgar Hoover lays the blame on the fathers and 
mothers and the lack of home training, especially 
in moral and religious matters. “Parents must 
awaken to the realization that the family is the first 
training school in behavior or misbehavior. The 
home becomes for them their first classroom and 
parents serve as their first teachers.” 


Here is a home where “Cocktail Parties” are the 
fashion and the older people pride themselves, 
perhaps, that they know how to drink in modera- 
tion. But from the influence of this home a score or 
more of drunkards may be in the making. They 
give the “go ahead” signal to the younger ones, and 
some of them go ahead to their death. 


I heard some children telling “jokes.” One of 
them said, “this one is ‘nasty’,” and took the other 
child aside to’ tell.it. SomeBody-older was responsi- 
ble; in this case it must have been some.schogl 
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child, for the children were from a fine Christian 
home. 


I read a pathetic story of a heart-break and 
almost home-wreck which was caused by a “faith- 
ful, dependable husband’ who was seen as he 
danced with, another woman and revealed his pas- 
sion for her. It was but a story; yet I feel that it 
was based on sad facts. 

We have our bridge parties and wonder that our 
children become gamblers. 

May God give us the courage and the wisdom 
and grace to give our children and the children of 
other people the right signals! —J.K.P. 





Thoughtfulness 


It was Edgar Guest who wrote, “It takes a heap 
of livin’ to make a home.”’ We would expand that 
truth to say it takes a heap of loving to be a friend. 


How we Christians need to show the grace of 
showing thoughtfulness, kindness and love. The 
writer is humiliated to think of the uncounted times 
when we have forgotten to do some little thing 
which might have meant so much to someone else. 


When one has been overwhelmed, as we recently 
have with expressions of love and interest from 
friends, and also from casual acquaintances, we are 
brought face to face with the wonderful grace of 
thoughtfulness. 


There is no one thing which will commend our 
Lord to others more than that they should see in 
us the attributes of His indwelling Spirit. 


We believe this. Yes, but to believe it is not 
enough. Let us put it into practice. When sickness, 
sorrow, troubles, difficulties assail people around 
us, let us show them that we care, that we sympa- 
thize with them, that we love them. Blessings will 
multiply and we will be honoring the One we 
confess. —L.N.B. 





“Dead” 


Are we making the message “clear and plain,” 
the solemn truth, that men out of Christ are 
“dead”? Not simply sick, or ignorant, or crippled? 


It is easy to think of the drunkard, or criminal, 
or debauchee, as dead, but not so easy to regard a 
well-dressed, well-groomed, well-educated, cultured 
man as spiritually dead, if he is not a Christian. 
Just as the undertaker can make a corpse look so 
well that people say, “how nice he looks,” or “how 
natural he looks,” so it is possible for a sinner to 
be well-behaved and refined. To call such a one 
“dead” makes us seem fanatical] and foolish to many 
people. 





PULPIT-CHOIR 


* CONFIRMATION 








Yet the Bible is very plain: “He that hath the 
Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.’”’ The world is full of such men, 
and they are harder to reach than the man in the 
gutter, who knows that he is lost. Such men do not 
feel the burden of sin; they will say, You preachers 
talk about sin being a “burden’”’: we feel no burden; 
we are as happy and care-free as you are. A five 
hundred pound weight may be placed on a corpse, 
and that corpse will feel no burden: so it is with 
the man who is dead in trespasses and sins. When 
the Holy Spirit convicts him of sin, he will feel the 
burden. 

May the Lord make us faithful in telling men the 
truth. May we also realize that these men will never 
see this truth until touched by the power of the 
Spirit of God. How we must depend upon Him to 
“convince, (or convict) men of sin,” and of their 
rea: condition, so that they may cry unto God for 
mercy! —J.K.P. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


American Freedom and Catholic Power. By Paul 
Blanshard. The Beacon Press, 1949, 350 pages. 
Price $3.50. Some cynical people say that Columbus 
discovered America, but Americans have not yet 
discovered the world. Paul Blanshard, however, is 
a notable exception. He has discovered the tail of 
an elephant which is just about to sit upon our 
American self-complacent protestants and to squat 
all over North America. 

The author underestimates the power which he 
means to describe. Yet every Presbyterian should 
read this book and have others do so. For Paul 
Blanshard’s description of the tail may lead some 
readers (who happen to remember some history and 
to possess an average imagination) to figure out 
how huge and how heavy the elephant really is and 
to regulate themselves accordingly. 

—Paul T. Fuhrmann. 
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Pulpit Evangelism Today 


By Rev. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D. 


An Address Delivered To The Synod Of 
Virginia In September, 1949. 


Pulpit Evangelism is preaching the gospel wi.h 
the definite object of persuading men and women 
who are not Christians to become Christians. It is 
an appeal to the will of unsaved persons to accept 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, to crown Him as Lord, 
and to enter the fellowship of His Church. There 
are two phases of Pulpit Evangelism. 


There is The Evangelistic Meeting. Our fathers 
spoke of it as “The Protracted Meeting,” or as 
“The Revival Meeting.’”’ It was more often protrac- 
ted than revival. But it had its place in the program 
of the church, and it was the means of bringing in- 
numerable persons to a saving faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But is the evangelistic meeting of any 
real value today? Does it have any place in the 
program of the modern church? 


It is my belief that the Evangelistic Meeting is 
of value today, that it has its place in the program 
of the church. It is worthwhile at stated periods to 
concentrate all the activities and all the organiza- 
tions of the church upon what Jesus defined as its 
supreme objective, the winning of men and women 
for Him. In our Presbyterian Churches it will 
generally be necessary to project such meetings on 
a high plane of simplicity and dignity. Such meet- 
ings must also be accompanied by a wise plan of 
personal work, so that persons who are not Chris- 
tians may be brought to the church, and brought 
under the preaching of the gospel. Churches that 
have as a part of their annual program an evange- 
listic meeting are usually alive, aggressive, spiritual, 
growing. 


The second phase of Pulpit Evangelism is The 
Preaching of The Evangelistic Sermons in the 
regular Sunday by Sunday worship of the church. 
Visitation Evangelism is a wonderful method of 
winning men to Christ, but it needs behind it the 
evangelistic sermon to prepare the soul and to in- 
spire the workers. Educational Evangelism is grow- 
ing in its usefulness and power, but children and 
young people who are being educated in the good 
news of salvation in the Sunday School need to 
hear the same evangel proclaimed by their pastors 
from the pulpit. 


There is a type of sermon which may be called 
evangelistic. This is generally recognized in the 
ordinary conversation of church people. A preacher 
said recently, calling the name of a very gifted 
pulpit orator: “His sermons are becoming more 
evangelistic.” I asked a layman, “How do you like 
your new preacher?” He was a man whose soul 
had never been lit with the evangelistic passion and 
his reply was: “I don’t like him! He is too evange- 
listic in his preaching.” We know exactly what 
each speaker meant. 


We cannot emphasize too strongly the need of 
such preaching. John Wesley sternly reminded his 
preachers: “You have nothing to do but to save 
souls!’ We need a new sense of what our fathers 
called “The preciousness of souls.’’ Bishop Select- 
mann, under whose leadership the Methodist Church 
last year added more than a million new members 
says: “Let us confess that too much of our preach- 
ing has been upon superficial symptons rather than 


upon fundamental needs.” Then he issues a ringing 
call to the ministers of his church to preach the 
great doctrines; the incarnation, the atonement, 
repentance, faith, regeneration. 


What makes a sermon evangelistic? What con- 
stitutes an evangelistic preacher? What are the 
marks of an evangelistic ministry? Three things. 


I. To be an evangelistic preacher, a minister 
must have a deep conviction that without Christ 
men are hopelessly lost. 


They are lost in this life and they are lost in 
the life to come. Christ used the word lost to 
describe the condition of people that have not 
accepted Him as Saviour. 


The word lost is an arresting and a disturbing 
word. I shall never forget an experience when I 
was pastor in Columbia. I had a summons to come 
at once to the home of one of my elders. I was 
met at the door with the statement, “‘Baylis is lost!” 
I was shocked. I was stunned. I couldn’t take it in. 
It developed that this elder had been deer hunting 
in the Wateree Swamp, made the mistake of walk- 
ing into the swamp when he thought he was walking 
out. He was lost in the swamp for 36 hours. I will 
never forget the look in his eyes when he was 
finally found and brought out. It is bad to be lost 
in a Carolina swamp. It is infinitely worse to be 
lost to God. 


I belong to a Ministers’ Club. It is supposed to 
be composed of the more thoughtful ministers of 
our city. We meet once a month, listen to a paper 
and discuss it. Recently one of the members of the 
club read a paper on this subject: “The Decline in 
Belief in Hell the Explanations of the Decline in 
the Missionary and Evangelistic Work of the 
Church.” In this club are men of every shade of 
belief, from extreme Liberals to rock-ribbed Fun- 
damentalists. I was surprised to find that every man 
present expressed himself as believing in hell, at 
least he believed that the impenitent and the un- 
believing suffer in the world to come. 


Someone has said: “A generation ago ‘Prepare 
to Meet Thy God’ was a favorite text with preach- 
ers. Today it has been granted an extended leave 
of absence.”’ 


Il. To be an evangelistic preacher, a minister 
must possess a passionate belief in Christ’s super- 
natural power to save and to keep. 


The great evangelists have usually been men 
who have had a pauline experience of conversion, 
men who were great sinners and who were suddenly 
and marvelously saved. That was the case with 
Charles Finney, Billy Sunday, Mel Trotter, and 
others. Few of us have had that kind of experience, 
but unless we have seen the power of Christ in the 
lives of men, experience it in our own lives, and 
believe in it absolutely, it is impossible for us to 
speak with conviction on this subject. 


Walter Barlow in his Spiritual Emphasis of 
Evangelism raises the question, “Did Jesus come 
as a teacher or as a Saviour?” There can be but 
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one answer, He came primarily as a Saviour. He 
put the emphasis on the giving of His life, not on 
the delivery of His teaching. It was not alone for 
enlightenment of an uninformed race that He came, 
but for the redemption of a sinful race. The gospels 
devote more than one-fourth of their teaching to 
the story of His Passion and Resurrection. But 
what about our preaching? Let us beware of point- 
ing modern lepers to Abana and Pharpar, when 
new they really need is the fountain filled with 
blood. 


When we, through our preaching, lead one sinner 
to the Saviour, we will be like the lighthouse 
keeper, who, when asked if he was ever lonely, 
replied, “Not since I saved my man.” 


III. To be an evangelistic preacher a minister 
must use some method of giving the invitation. 


It is at this point we most often and most 
lamentably fail when we urge men to become 
Christians and give them no opportunity for com- 
mitment. 


In The Christian Herald of July 10, 1947, Dr. 
Albert Peale confesses that he had avoided the 
giving of an invitation in his sermons against the 
strong voice of his own conscience. He tells how 
Commissioner Adelaide Cox of the Salvation Army 
Training School used to attend the evening services 
in his church. He says she invariably made her way 
to the vestry afterwards to express appreciation f 
the service, but she always ended on the same note: 
“You missed out in the most important thing. You 
should have made an appeal for a personal deci- 
sion. 


This question of how to give the invitation will 
have to be decided in the light of local feeling and 
conditions. There are churches where you may very 
properly ask people to come to the front and either 
kneel at the altar or give their hand to the minister 
in token of their acceptance of Christ. There are 
churches that give a simple invitation to stand 
during the close of the prayer, to commit a person 
to acceptance of Christ, and to enable the pastor 
to contact him afterwards and seal that decision. 
There are churches where an invitation to meet 
with the session and confess Christ as Saviour and 
join the Church is the preferred method. 


There is a great Church in our Assembly that has 
an ideal setup. The Session Room is in the back of 
the church. It is between the two doors to the 
sanctuary which are at either corner of the audi- 
torium. This makes it possible for a minister to 
have his session in that room every Sunday after 
his message, with someone at the door to welcome 
those who wish to unite with the church. Every 
person who leaves the church must go by the open 
door of the session room. 


Mr. Barlow, in the pamphlet referred to above, 
says: “Are we as Presbyterian ministers willing to 
be converted to evangelism? Allowing for the 
magnificent exceptions among us, for which we 
thank God, we Presbyterian ministers must confess 
that our record reveals us to be unconverted on 
the subject of evangelism. We have molded our- 
selves to a pattern of preaching which has excluded 
the evangelistic passion. We have aimed at being 
interesting but never disturbing, impressive but 
never arresting, dramatic but never demanding, 
entertaining but never embarrassing, eloquent but 
never evangelistic.” If this indictment applies to 
our own denomination, if our church is not evange- 
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listic, it is the fault of its preaching, and the fault 
of its preachers. 


_Not to be an evangelistic preacher is to miss our 
highest responsibility as heralds of Christ, and the 
most fruitful method of building up our churches. 


“Oh for a Passionate Passion like His, 
Oh for a pity that yearns, 
Oh for a love that loves unto death, 
Oh for the fire that burns.” 





Wings For The Soul 


Thou hidden Source of calm repose, 
Thou all-sufficient Love divine; 

My Help and Refuge from my foes, 
Secure I am, if Thou art mine, 

From sin and grief, from guilt and shame: 

I hide me, Jesus, in Thy Name. 


Jesus, my all in all Thou art, 

My rest in toil, mine ease in pain; 
The medicine of my broken heart; 

In war, my peace; in loss, my gain: 
My smile beneath the tyrant’s frown; 
In shame, my glory and my crown: 


In want, my plentiful supply; 
In weakness, mine almighty power; 
In bonds, my perfect liberty; 
My light in Satan’s darkest hour; 
In grief, my joy unspeakable; 
My life in death; my heaven, my all. 
—Selected. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 21: Micah’s 
Plea For Human Rights 


Scripture: Micah. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
72:1-9. “The prophet Micah was a native of the 
little town of Moresheth in the western part of 
Judah. It was formerly a dependency of Gath, one 
of the cities of the Philistines, but by the conquests 
of Uzziah this whole territory came into the posses- 
sion of Judah. Unlike Isaiah and Jeremiah this pro- 
phet did not belong to the capital, but lived in the 
country. He lived by the great international high- 
way and was in a position to observe the political 
movements in Western Asia. 


Chronologically Micah follows Hosea. He prophe- 
sied in the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah 
and was the contemporary of Isaiah whose labors 
began earlier, in the reign of Uzziah. His prophe- 
tical labors antedated the fall of Israel in 722 B.C., 
and probably fall within the years 740-700 B.C. He 
lived in the time of the critical events of Israel 
when the northern kingdom was brought to an end 
by Assyria. He witnessed the moral and religious 
corruption in Judah which began in the reign of 
Joram following the reform work of Jehoshaphat, 
and reached a condition of utter degeneration in 
the reign of Ahaz. This state of things was partly 
reformed by Hezekiah, and Micah, doubtless, con- 
tributed essentially to the reformation under this 
pious king. The fall of Israel occured in the first 
part of the reign of Hezekiah and was designed to 
be a great object lesson to sinful Judah.” (Analy- 
tical Bible, Introduction). 


“The sins of Micah’s time.” They were of the 
most flagrant nature. The people were misled by 
deceivers, the poor were ground under the heel of 
the oppressors. The prophet’s deep sympathy with 
those who were wronged, and his indignation 
against those who exercise cruelty give us a picture 
of the conditions of that day. 


The general moral corruption of society; sin 
rampant in official and family life, will bring the 
state to ruin. The foundations are rotting, being 
eaten away; the cankerworm of sinful practices is 
gnawing at the heart and the whole structure will 
fall apart. —It is the truth, not only for Israel and 
Judah, but for the nations of every age. There are 
fundamental moral laws underlying the structure 
and woven into the very fabric of human society. 
When they are ignored and violated disintegration 
sets in and the structure is sure to collapse. For 
the confirmation of this truth it is only necessary 
to scan the pages of history.” (Analytical Bible) 
Let America take heed! 


I. Planning and Practicing Evil: 2: 1-2. In the 
eyes of our courts premeditated crime deserves the 
most severe penalty. “Woe to them that devise 
iniquity, and work evil upon their beds.” Here is a 
picture of Israel and Judah in the time of Micah; 
people lying awake at night planning what evil they 
can do on the morrow. I knew a preacher once, 
who, when he could not sleep at night, spent his 
wakeful hours going over the members of his con- 
gregation and praying for each one. What a blessed 
way to spend his time! But in Israel and Judah 
wicked men and women were lying awake at night 
planning to injure their neighbors. 


The special sin of these men was covetousness. 
They were scheming to get hold of fields and 
houses, to take these away from their rightful 
owners. We have a striking example in Ahab, who 
coveted Naboth’s vineyard, and no doubt lay awake 
at night trying to find a way. We know the story 
and its sequel. God abhors covetousness, which is 
idolatry. 


The morning light gives them an opportunity to 
carry out their plans for they were men of power, 
either wealthy, or in a position of authority; “Be- 
cause it is in the power of their hand.” 


But the Lord is also planning: He will thwart 
their plans and punish them: “Behold, against this 
family do I devise an evil from which ye shall not 
remove your necks.”’ The Lord not only knows what 
is being done, but also what is in the hearts and 
minds of men. 


II. The Prophets, Priests, and Princes, who make 
the people err: 3:5-12. As is so often the case, the 
masses follow the leaders. It is sad indeed when 
those who are supposed to set an example of right- 
eous conduct; who are leaders in political, social, 
and religious life, lead the people in sin. We have 
conspicuous examples of kings and prophets and 
priests who tried to reform the nation, but we have 
equally well-known men and women who led the 
way to sin; men like Jereboam I who caused Israel 
to sin, and Ahab and Jezebel. 


First, he takes the prophets. He uses a very 
striking figure of speech: these prophets “bite’’ the 
people instead of feeding the people. A prophet is 
one who speaks for God, reveals the truth of God, 
but these so-called prophets were feeding on the 
people, not feeding the people. They are trying to 
get all they can for themselves, not give all they 
can to those who are under them. In other words, 
like false shepherds, they are feeding on the sheep, 
not feeding the sheep. 


Second, the priests are doing the same thing. 
They are also teachers, as well as those who 
minister in the holy things, but they teach for hire. 
In Eli’s time his sons took the best part of the 
sacrifices for themselves, so the priests in Micah’s 
day are looking after their own welfare. 


Third, “the heads thereof judge for reward.” No 
sense of justice, but only a selfish seeking for gain. 


An awful judgment is coming upon these proph- 
ets, priests, and princes: the whole land “for your 
sake” is to be plowed as a field. Leaders often bring 
an awful curse upon a country. A king like Jero- 
boam I, or Manasseh, or Ahab and his wife Jezebel; 
these are examples which might be multiplied from 
the Bible, from profane history, and our own day. 
A Hitler or a Stalin can keep the world in strife 
and bloodshed. How careful ought we to be in a 
Democracy to elect Christian men as leaders! How 
extremely careful should we be in selecting those 
who lead in the church and in our church schools 
and colleges! 


Ill. The Perfect Life, or the Three-fold Life: 
6:6-8. Someone has called verse 8 the “Life of 
three dimensions.’”’ We have plane and solid Geom- 
etry: we study the straight line, the flat surface, 
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and the cube. So our lives deal with ourselves, our 
neighbors, and with God. 


Micah, in common with the other prophets, is 
insisting upon heart religion. There is no conflict 
here such as has been imagined by those who like to 
criticize the Bible, between the prophets and the 
priests. The sacrifices and ceremonies used by the 
priests, were typical of the priestly and sacrificial 
work of Christ and were a necessary and very im- 
portant part of worship. However, all external rites 
and rituals are valueless unless there is something 
internal and spiritual behind them: these things 
pointed to Christ, and also to a cleansed, penitent, 
believing heart. 


Let me quote again from the Analytical Bible: 
“Some writers have very mistakenly gone to the 
extreme of saying that the priestly-sacrificial sys- 
tem has no place with the prophets and by them 
was abandoned. Nothing could be more mistaken 
than such an interpretation of the prophets. The 
sacrificial system was divinely appointed to be 
continued and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. One of the 
last acts of our Lord was to celebrate the Passover. 
What the prophets condemned was the empty mean- 
ingless performance of these ordinances. —-There 
is no conflict between the priestly and prophetical 
orders as the institutions of Jehovah.” 


The questions in verses 6 and 7 do not mean that 
all offerings and sacrifices are worthless, but that 
they must come from sincere hearts. The life and 
conduct must be commensurable with the offerings: 
this is true of our gifts and programs of worship 
in the church; a beautiful program of music, for 
instance, is mockery if those who sing and play have 
wicked lives. I have heard of quartets taking some 
whiskey before singing sacred songs. Is not this 
“strange fire?” 


Verse eight gives us the conduct which must 
be behind gifts and offerings. There are three sides 
of life emphasized: the individual, the social, the 
religious: to do justly, to love mercy, (or kindness), 
and walk humbly with God. To do justly means to 
live the straight life; to make our lives conform to 
the rule of God. To love mercy broadens life to 
include others. To walk humbly with God means a 
life of Faith and fellowship. Justice, Mercy, Faith; 
these make the full-rounded, complete, perfect life; 
and the greatest of these is Faith, for it is faith 
which enables us to have the others. 





Lesson For May 28: Micah’s 
Hope Of God's Salvation 


Scripture: Micah. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
11:1-7. Micah’s Hope is the hope of all of God’s 
people. The Psalmist in Ps. 11, says, “In the Lord 
put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a 
bird to your mountain?’”’ There are lots of man- 
made mountains, and they are saying to us, “Flee 
to this mountain,” or, “Flee to that mountain.” We 
had the ‘“‘League of Nations,” now it is the “United 
Nations’; and others are clamoring for a “World 
Government.”’ The only “World Government” which 
will bring peace to the earth is the World Govern- 
ment described in the Bible when the kingdoms of 
this world become the Kingdom of our Lord and 
His Christ. Man-made mountains make a very un- 
safe place to hide. 


Verse 3 of Psalm 11 has been variously transla- 
ted: “If the foundations be destroyed, What can 
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the righteous do?” or, “For the foundations are 
destroyed; What hath the righteous wrought?” and 
others. We are living in a shaking world. I read this 
morning a statement issued by several scientists in 
which the Hydrogen Bomb was described in such 
awful terms that it makes one shudder even to read 
it. These men said that one such “Suicide Bomb” 
could very easily kill all the inhabitants of the 
globe, either almost instantly, or as the fumes 
spread over the earth. This may be simply the idle 
talk of men who wish to get their names in the 
paper, but is an indication of the strained and up- 
set nerves of many people today. Truly, the sym- 
bolic pictures presented in the Book Revelation are 
beginning to take shape. All thinking men tremble 
even at the thought of another World War, and yet 
we seem to be surely, and not too slowly drifting 
into this, and we seem with all our boasted wisdom 
as helpless as a fly in a whirlpool on a mighty river. 


In this shaken and shaking world, what can the 
righteous do? Not foolishly fly to some man-made 
mountain, but turn our eyes to the Only One Who 
can save us: “The Lord is in his holy temple, the 
Lord’s throne is in heaven: —The Lord trieth the 
righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth 
violence his soul hateth.”’ There is only one moun- 
tain to which we can flee, the mountain of the 
house of the Lord, 4:1. 


In the Outstanding Facts as found in the Analy- 
tical Bible there are some paragraphs which I wish 
to quote: “‘The Messiah the World’s Hope,” In the 
midst of the judgments and desolations portrayed 
by Micah the Messiah prophetically appears. — 
What is of special importance in this Messianic 
notice in Micah is the work of the coming Re- 
deemer and Deliverer in restoring the world. Judah 
will be reduced to a state of desolation and go into 
exile, but she will be restored to bring forth the 
Messiah, the great mission of the Hebrew race. 
Micah emphasizes the fact that the Messiah is 
the hope of the world. That is true today, it will be 
true of the future. There is no other hope of the 
world. Education, culture, legislation, politics, can- 
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not save the world. In the shifting of foundations, 
the breaking up of moral, religious, and social 
orders, with growing disintegration, the hope of the 
world is the Christ of every heart whose kingdom 
of grace and redeeming power shall extend from 
pole to pole.” 


In the prophecy of Micah we get a three-fold 
picture which it will be well to keep in mind: (1) 
He sees a time of terrible wickedness, (2) a time 
of judgment, and (3) a time of peace and pros- 
perity. 


I. In 7:2-6 we see something of this time of 
great sin: “The godly man is perished out of the 
earth: and there is none upright among men: they 
all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his 
brother with a net. That they may do evil with 
both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the 
judge asketh for a reward; and the great man he 
uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it 
up.”’ It might be well to compare this with what 
Christ says about the last days, and also with what 
Paul says about the “man of sin,” and then with 
the pictures we find in Revelation. They all agree. 


II. In 7:16-17 we get a glimpse of the second of 
these pictures—the judgment coming, the conse- 
quence of this sin. Part have been fulfilled, but as 
is the case so often in prophecy, much remains to 
be fulfilled: the judgments of Scripture are cum- 
ulative and point to the final Day of Judgment; 
we have samples of Judgment scattered all through 
the Bible: the Flood; Sodom; Captivity. 


III. Now we come to the third picture: A Time 
of Peace and Prosperity, which is our special lesson 
for today. There are three sides to this prophecy: 


1. The Mountain of the house of the Lord 4:1-5. 
2. The Messiah Born: 5:2-4. as 
3. The Mercy of the Lord: 7:18-20. 


1. The Mountain of the House of the Lord. It is 
very natural to refer to God’s house as a mountain. 
Jerusalem is surrounded by mountains: it is called 
Mount Zion. Mountains are symbols of strength and 
endurance—‘“the everlasting hills.” As the moun- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is 
round about his people from this time forth and 
even for evermore.” “I will lift up mine eyes unto 
the hills; From whence cometh my help? My help 
cometh from the Lord.” Beyond and above the 
hills to the One Who created the mountains. 


This mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
(1) established, (2) exalted, (3) filled with people, 
(4) place of teaching, (5) of judgment. When this 
comes to pass then we shall have peace and pros- 
perity. What a blessed time for this blood-soaked 
world when they shall learn war no more. In Isaiah 
2:4 we have similar words. How much of the time 
and energy of the world has been spent and is 
being spent on learning war, or in paying for what 
we have learned. 


All men at least pretend to long for peace: in 
some this is sincere, in others it is only to cover up 
their real desires. Even the sincere seekers after 
peace seem to be blind to the only possible way to 
have it; the establishment of the Lord’s house. 
They seem to be interested in the establishment at 
Lake Success of a house where all sorts of gods 
can be acknowledged and honored and worshipped, 
if there is to be any sort of recognition of religion 
at all: many are atheists. Can you imagine such a 
place being the headquarters of any sort of lasting 
peace? Can God be placed along side of false gods? 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Chris- 
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tianity is exclusive of all false religions, and yet 
the whole genius of much of our planning today is 
to get all religions together; one is as good as 
another, so they say. Such a thing is a mockery and 
an insult to the only true God. 


“The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it,” and 
this glorious Day will come to our earth, soaked 
in “blood, sweat, and tears.” 


2. The Messiah Born 5:2-4. The promise of the 
coming Deliverer has been getting clearer and 
clearer since the Garden of Eden. More details are 
being added as the years roll by and the time of 
His coming grows nearer. In verse 2 the town of 
Bethlehem is given as his birthplace. (See Matt. 
2:6) Another detail is added: this Child is “from 
of old, from everlasting.”’ Here the Incarnation is 
clearly set forth; this Child, this Messiah, is God 
in human flesh, not just another child, but “from 
everlasting.” 


3. The Mercy of the Lord: 7:18-20: “He de- 
lighteth in mercy.”’ Here is the explanation of all 
the glorious promises of God: God, Who is rich in 
mercy. 


EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEF 


(1) There is the pardoning mercy of God. He 
pardons iniquity. The pardoning mercy of God 
makes possible the time of peace and prosperity. 
If God were not a God of Mercy then the world 
would be consumed because of its rebellion and sin. 
He retaineth not His anger forever: He will have 
compassion. We know what this pardoning mercy 
cost Him: it is the Messiah, the Christ, Who pur- 
chased our redemption on Calvary’s cross. 


(2) He Performs His promises. He made a 
wonderful promise to Abraham, “In thee shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed.” The H of 
the world, that “blessed Hope” is Christ. We have 
sure word of prophecy and that word cannot 
‘a 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For May 
May 21: Faith Of Our Fathers 


Introduction 


Last Sunday night we looked at some of those 
beliefs that are especially held by Presbyterians. 
Tonight we wish to look at the faith that is ours as 
members of the Protestant family of churches. 


Due to the present widespread propaganda on 
the part of the Roman Catholic church and the 
current movements for Protestant unity, many 
people are seeking anew for the heart and core of 
Protestantism. We know that it is more than merely 
a protest against error, and that it is not only an 
affirmation of truth but it is also a spirit and an 
attitude toward truth. 


When we approach Protestantism and contrast it 
with Romanism there are many individual points at 
which we differ, but perhaps the most far-reaching 
difference is seen in the answers that are given to 
the question “Who is the true interpreter of Scrip- 
ture?”’ Both branches accept the Bible as the Word 
of God. Rome says: “Only an inspired church can 
tell you what this Word means.” Protestantism 
says: “Every enlightened individual has the per- 
sonal right of private judgment concerning what 
this Word means.” Who is right? 


To answer that question we need to see some- 
thing of the relationship of the Holy Spirit to the 
Bible. Let us study the following outline, which has 
been suggested by Dr. J. B. Green in his book 
“Studies In The Holy Spirit.” 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


I. The Holy Spirit Inspired The Bible. 


(a) The Old 1 Peter 
Timothy 3:16-17. 


Testament: 1:10-11; 2 


(b) The New Testament: 1 Corinthians 2:4, 9- 
13; 2 Peter 3:15-16. 


In these words Peter and Paul declare that old 
and new Testaments have grown out of the lives, 
labors and experiences of Holy men of God by the 
direct activity of the Holy Spirit of the Living God. 
This means that the Bible is a human book that has 
grown out of human experiences but we cannot 
ultimately understand it until we recognize that the 
Holy Spirit was the Author of these experiences 
and the authorizing superintendent of the reliable 
record that has been left of them. 


Il. The Holy Spirit Interprets the Bible: I John 
2:20, 26-27. In these words John declares that the 
same Holy Spirit who guided the experiences of 
Holy men of old and who superintended the writing 
down of the record of those experiences is also the 
same Holy Spirit who comes into the heart of each 
and every individual who is born again by faith in 
Christ. And this Holy Spirit, who inspired the 
Word, will interpret that Word to individuals. This 
work of the Holy Spirit is the fulfillment of the 
promise of Christ given in the following two 
passages of Scripture. 


(a) He is teacher: John 14:26. 
(b) He is revealer: John 16:12-15. 
Presbyterian View 


The Presbyterian view of the right of private 
judgment concerning the Scripture is expressed in 
“Confession of Faith” Chapter 1, Section 5, and 
is essentially the Biblical and Protestant view: “We 
may be moved and induced by the testimony of the 
Church to an high and reverent esteem for the 
Holy Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matter, 
the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the 
style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the 
whole, (which is to give all glory to God,) the full 
discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salva- 
tion, the many other incomparable excellencies, and 
the entire perfection thereof, are arguments where- 
by it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the word 
of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion 
and assurance of the infallible truth, and divine 
authority thereof, is from the inward work of the 
Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the Word 
in our hearts.” 


Please notice that the Presbyterian view does not 
say we merely accept the Word with our minds 
and what our minds say it says is the truth. Our 
“Confession” says “The full persuasion and as- 
surance of the infallible truth, and divine authority 
thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit, 
bearing witness by and with the Word in our 
hearts.” This does not mean, then, that every 
individual has a right to simply read the Bible and 
say what it means. But it does mean that every 
individual has the right to trust in Christ and give 
all diligence in study and service to show himself 
approved unto God, a workman that need not be 
ashamed, and when the individual is thus rightly 
related to the Spirit he will be guided by the Spirit 
to handle correctly the Word of Truth. The right 
of private judgment is the right to seek the mind of 
the Spirit in the Word of God and to follow it. 
It does not mean that we have any right to an 
opinion if we are unwilling to seek the mind of the 
Spirit and obey the mind of the Spirit. 


Suggestions 


In Presbyterian Youth we have an excellent pro- 
gram outlined concerning the history of the Protes- 
tant Church and the seven distinguishing Protestant 
beliefs. Insert a study of this Scripture lesson above 
just after the leaders introduction in the program 
outline and you will have a full rounded program 
on Protestantism. 


May 28: Our Inheritance Tax 
Introduction 


I had a friend who inherited an estate. But he 
did not have any cash and he had to sell a large 
portion of the estate in order to pay the inheritance 
tax and possess the estate. 


It is something like that in every area of life, 
particularly in the area of religion of which we are 
‘thinking tonight. As Americans we have inherited 
wonderfal ‘benefits and opportunities from ‘the 
Arfiericani way-of life,-but if we aré to posséss these 
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benefits and use them it will cost us something to 
lay hold of them and preserve them. 


As soon as we talk about possessing our inheri- 
tance in America our minds run to a passage of 
Scripture that has a strange parallel to America’s 
experience and a warning that we must heed. When 
Moses stood on the edge of the Promised Land he 
gave commandment and instructions to the children 
of Israel concerning their life in the Promised Land 
and also gave them a warning of what would 
happen if they ignored the commandment. This 
passage is still relevant to our situation in America 
today. Let us then study it. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Deuteronomy 6:4-15 


1. The Great Commandment. Verses 4-5. Moses 
laid down the great commandment in what has been 
called the John 3:16 of the Old Testament. It de- 
clares the fundamental basis of all life, namely: 
There is one God who rules over all and we His 
creatures can find life only as we love Him with 
all that we are and have. Love for God must be the 
motive of all of life, else life will become corrupt 
and fall to pieces. 


2. A Gracious Responsibility. Verses 6-9. In order 
that we might know who God is, what He has done, 
and what He expects of us, God has given us His 
Word and has placed upon each generation the 
responsibility of teaching that Word to the on- 
coming generation. In our homes we should talk 
about the Word of God, we should study the Word 
of God; and in our family routine, we should go to 
church and other places where the Word of God is 
taught. Only as we do can we have generation after 
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generation of people who truly love the Lord and 
live for Him. 


3. Our Unmerited Possessions. Verses 10-11. 
Moses looked forward to the day when Israel would 
be a great nation with strong cities, abundant har- 
vests and great commercial advantages. The genera- 
tion that would enjoy these blessings would enjoy 
them because of the lives and labors of those who 
had gone before them and had provided them 
through blood and sweat and tears. Even so in 
America today we of this generation of young 
people have the greatest cities, the greatest ma- 
terial advantages, and the greatest possibilities for 
service of any generation of young people who have 
ever lived; and we have come unto all these things 
through no choice or effort of our own but through 
the faith and toil of those who have gone on before 
us. 

4. A Conditional Warning. Verses 12-15. Since 
the love of God must be the motive for all of life, 
since God has placed upon us the responsibility of 
teaching His Word to others and since God has so 
abundantly blessed us with every good thing, we 
must be very careful that we don’t forget the God 
who gave these blessings and neglect Him and His 
word. To so forget and neglect is to commit suicide 
personally, socially and nationally. 


Suggestions 


Follow the program outline in Presbyterian 
Youth, using either of the plans suggested, but after 
the letters from the people from other lands have 
been read then use the Scripture lesson above to 
emphasize the price we must pay to maintain these 
blessings that foreign young people have found in 
America and then the closing prayer hymn, “We 
Would Be Building,” becomes in deed and in truth 
our dedication hymn. 








Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mra. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
May 1950 


May 5: May Fellowship Day (interdenominational). 

May 7-14: Christian Family Week. 

May 21: Rural Life Sunday. 

May 21: Montreat Day. 

Synodical Training Schools; some Adult 
ences. 

Christian Conferences of Negro Women. 

Circle: Program: Bible Study—Moses’ Prayers, Ex. 
32 :32-35; 33:7-33. 

Monthly Emphasis: Birthday Objective. 

General Program: “With Lighted Minds and 
Hearts.” Birthday Offering. 

Special Study class on Evangelism for Adults of 
Local Church. 


confer- 





Announcing Christian Conferences 
Of Negro Women For 1950 


Directors of the annual Christian Conferences of 
Negro Women have made plans for the conferences 
to be held again this year. With the exception of 
Virginia, each synodical will direct the conference 


eee 








held in its area, through the Director who is a 
member of the synodical executive board. The con- 
ference usually held in Petersburg, Virginia, has. 
become a major responsibility of the state Council 
of Church Women, the president being Mrs. Donald 
W. Richardson, former president of Women of the 
Church, Synod of Virginia. 


Conferences with dates, places and Directors are 
listed: 
Alabama: Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


June 1-7. Mrs. Henry Little, 1429 Quintard Ave., 
Anniston, Alabama. 


Appalachia: Knoxville College, Knoxville, Tenn. 
June 5-10. Mrs. Edward A. Schettler, 1727 Laurel 
Ave., Knoxville, Tenn. 


Arkansas: Philander Smith College, Little Rock, 
Ark. June 24-30. Mrs. J. W. Parse, Batesville, Ark. 


Georgia: Clark College, Atlanta, Georgia, June 
12-17. Mrs. C. M. Lancaster, 992 Cumberland Rd., 
NE., Atlanta, Ga. 


Mississippi: Jackson College, Jackson, Miss. May 
29 - June 4. Mrs. I. N. Baker, J. Leavell Woods, 
Cooper Rd., Rt. No. 8, Jackson, Mississippi. 
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North Carolina Teachers College, Winston-Salem 
May 29 - June 4. Mrs. E. F. Reid, Lenoir, N. C. an 
Mrs. Tully Blair, Twin Castles A-86, Winston 
Salem, N. C. 


South Carolina: Benedict College, Columbia, S. 
C. May 29 - June 3. Mrs. W. T. Cassels, 835 Kil- 
bourn Rd., Columbia, S. C. 


Virginia: Virginia State College, Petersburg, Va. 
June 12-17. Mrs. Gus Ladnore, 1006 Westwood 
Ave., Richmond, Va. 


One other conference held annually for a number 
of years, though not state-wide, does a fine work. 
This is the local conference held in Greenville, S. C. 
Dates this year are June 6-9. It is directed this year 
by Mrs. C. T. Squires, 208 Earle St., Greenville, 
S. C. and will be planned and carried out through 
the cooperation of all the Presbyterian churches of 
that city, with initial responsibility in the Third 
Presbyterian Church. 


For further information write to the Director of 
the conference in which you are most interested. 
This work deserves the interest and active support, 
through service, prayers and gifts, of women of 
each synodical holding such a conference. 





God Works Through Homes 


By Mrs. John L. Parkes 
Assistant Secretary Board 


Of Woman’s Work 


Across our great country May 7-14, 1950, we 
will be observing National Family Week. The theme 
“God Works through Homes”’ alerts our minds to 
the question—does He? A eatchy title is good but 
action is imperative since God works through homes 
only as He is invited to have a part, only as He is 
allowed to step across the threshold and be a mem- 
ber of the family. 


The week will be observed by Catholics, Jews and 
Protestants. In our Presbyterian Church, U.S. we 
are observing it as Christian Family Week. A series 
of meditations for family worship, “God Works 
through Families,’”’ has been prepared for our use 
by the Young Adult Council, Synod of Virginia, and 
is in booklet form. The booklet, “Christian Family 
Week” is available from our Presbyterian Book 
Stores, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia, or Box 
1020, Dallas 1, Texas, 5 cents each or $3.50 a 
hundred. 


The home is the center but not the circumference 
of life; there are no limits to its usefulness and 
when it is God-centered, it radiates His joy and His 
anticipation for His Kingdom to come on earth. 


Families—during this week, set aside time to 
play together as well as pray together! 





How To Enjoy Your Sundays 


Fellow Christian, Sunday is God’s gift for your 
good. Will you resolve to use it for the blessing of 
your spirit, your soul, your body? 


1. Attend His House. Like the Psalmist in Psalm 
111:1, let it be your delight to praise the Lord in 
the congregation. Our Lord’s custom was to be 
found in His Father’s House on His Father’s Day 
(see Luke 4:16). Could we have a better example? 


2. Open God’s Word. Seek, with the Holy Spirit’s 
aid, to learn more of His wonderful grace as re- 
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vealed in Christ Jesus. This is a glad Sabbath-day 
occupation. It always means blessing. 


3. Engage in some loving service for Him. Such 
as Sunday-school Teaching, Bible-class Work, Open- 
air Preaching, Tract Distribution. Visiting Sick. 


4. Help others, especially the children. Children 
who are trained to “remember the Sabbath Day to 
keep it holy,” will be following an important Bible 
rule; and that with the divine blessing will help 
them to become better citizens. 


5. Lastly—ttake heed how you spend the evening. 
The Day remember (not only a part of the Day) 
is the LORD’S. 


—The Lord’s Day Observance Society. 





Board Of World Missions Sends 
Miss Rachael Henderlite On 
Special Mission To Japan 


Miss Rachael Henderlite, professor of religious 
education in the General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers, has been given a year’s 
leave of absence at the request of our church’s 
Board of World Missions, in order that she might 
render special service in connection with Kinjo 
College in Nagoya, Japan. Dr. Henderlite expects 
to sail for the Orient in the early summer and re- 
turn in time to resume her work in the Training 
School in September of 1951. 


Miss Mary Garland Taylor of Staunton, Virginia 
has accepted the invitation of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Trustees of the Training School to 
serve on its faculty for the session of 1950-51 
during Dr. Henderlite’s absence. Miss Taylor is 
widely known throughout our church. A native of 
Staunton, Virginia, she graduated from Mary Bald- 
win College and from Biblical Seminary in New 
York, taking a master’s degree in religious educa- 
tion. She served for a while as Assistant to the 
Editor of Youth Publications for the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. For some years she taught Bible and re- 
ligious education at Oklahoma Presbyterian College, 
Durant, Oklahoma. She has had experience as 
director of religious education, having served the 
First Presbyterian Church of Waynesboro, Virginia 
in that capacity. More recently she has been con- 
nected with our church’s Board of Education, as 
Editor of Young People’s Sunday Schoo! Materials. 





Wings For The Soul 


“TIT sought the Lord and afterward I knew 
He moved my soul to seek Him, seeking me; 
It was not I that found, O Saviour true, 

No. I was found of Thee. 


“Thou didst reach forth Thine hand and mine en- 
fold, 
I walked and sank not on the storm-vexed sea— 
"Twas not so much that I on Thee took hold, 
As Thou, dear Lord, on me. 


“T find, I walk, I love, but oh, the whole 

Of love is but my answer, Lord, to Thee; 

For Thou wast long beforehand with my soul, 
Always Thou lovest me.’ 


—Unknown. 
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A Wise And Helpful Service 


By Henry H. Sweets 
Louisville, Ky. 

A contribution of penetrating and far-reaching 
importance has been made by our own Mrs. S. H. 
Askew in her book, Reading the Bible in the Home. 
Her specific and helpful suggestions about the use 
of the Bible will do for children and parents what 


Jesus did for His disciples when their faith was 


dimmed and their hope darkened by His death: 
“Then opened He their understanding, that they 
might understand the Scriptures.” 


Too often the Bible has been a closed book and 
its teachings have not brought joy and the hope 
and the power of God to many. The use of the 
Bible suggested by the author will lead many to 
understand and to share the judgment of David as 
he refers to the words of God, “More to be desired 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the 
honeycomb.” 


Anything that will cause us to pause in our 
hurried lives and to heed the instruction. “Be still 
and know that I am God,” will surely be welcomed 
by faithful fathers and mothers and teachers, and 
bring joy and enlargement and strength to our 
children. 


Wordsworth’s words are still sadly true and 
awakening: 


“The world is too much with us; late and soon, 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers; 
Little we see in nature that is ours.” 


Perfect Peace 


“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind 
is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord forever: for the Lord Jehovah 
is the Rock of Ages.” 

-Isaiah 26:3, 4. 


While at the bedside of Archdeacon Hill of Liver- 
pool in 1875, in his efforts to comfort his troubled 
friend as he approached the end of his earthly 
pilgrimage, Bishop Bickersteth quoted this great 
promise from God’s Word and composed the follow- 
ing hymn: 


Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 


Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties press- 
ed? To do the will of Jesus, this is rest. 


Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging 
round? On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found. 


Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far away? 
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe and they. 


Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne. 


Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and 
ours? Jesus has vanquished death and all its powers. 


It is enough: earth’s struggles soon shall cease, 
And Jesus call us to heaven’s perfect peace. 


—Edward Henry Bickersteth (1825-1906). 
Suggestion: Store this promise and this great 
hymn in your mind. Repeat them in times of 
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Summary Of The Christian Faith 


According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


anxiety, fear, or sleeplessness. Faith is confidence 
in God. 
Henry H. Sweets, 
1633 Beechwood Avenue, 
Louisville 4, Kentucky. 





If We Are Christ's ... 

Personal testimony has a place of worth and 
merit in Christian witnessing. An interesting evi- 
dence of such is given by one who attended the 
1949 annual conference of the Hebrew Christian 
Alliance of America. Speaking of the place that 
testimonies have always had in those conferences, 
the Rev. Nathan J. Stone said: ““‘A most joyful re- 
sult of these testimonies and the personal work of 
some of our members during the Conference was 
the conversion of several persons, among them two 
Jews. One of these was the caterer who provided 
the meal for the more than 100 persons who at- 
tended. The joyful testimony and singing and 
some personal work soon persuaded him that the 
Lord Jesus was indeed Messiah and Saviour and he 
publicly and clearly proclaimed his faith in Him.” 


Dr. Aaron J. Kligerman, associated with the 
Emmanual Neighborhood House, Baltimore, as Field 
Secretary of the Mission Staff, said recently: 
“Christianity is not only an assurance that love is 
at the heart of the universe, but it is the adventure 
to make love dominant in all human relations. I 
have been made conscious over and over again, that 
the evangelization of the Jews can never in God’s 
will be the concern of only a few within the Chris- 
tian Church, or of the Church in our land. It is the 
business of the whole Church to share their ex- 
perience with mutual benefit to all. This Christian 
faith of ours is in the center of a bewildered 
world. Have we the faith to believe that love can 
finally be made to rule human relationships? . 
Why should we share our Christian faith with our 
Jewish neighbors? If we are Christ’s and love Him, 
if we have the mind of Christ?” —From The He- 
brew Messenger, Winter 1950. 
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Church News 


Board Of World Missions 


The total regular receipts for the year amounted 
to $1,333,424.47, a decrease of $65,916.52 from 
the preceding yeal. 





The net Program of Progress Receipts for the 
year amounted to $321,047.7 





Assembly's Training School 


Officers for next session at the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, Presbyterian U.S. institution for train- 
ing church workers, located in Richmond, Virginia, 
have been elected by the student body as follows: 
Miss Genevieve Anderson, Pontotoc, Miss., and 
graduate of Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss., presi- 
dent; Miss Margery Mallard, Tampa, Fla., and 
graduate of Florida State University, Tallahassee, 
vice-president; Miss Jean Letts, Covington, Virginia, 
graduate of King College, Bristol, Va., secretary, 
and Miss Virginia Gibbons, Shreveport, La., grad- 
uate of Southwestern at Memphis, treasurer. 


The training school is on the graduate level, and 
the master degree in religious education is awarded 
for two years’ work there. 


The student body elected the following committee 
chairman: Miss Helen Cassell, Roanoke, Va., chair- 
man of spiritual life; Miss June Deicke, Clayton, 
Mo., social life. Miss Cassell is a graduate of Mon- 
treat College, Montreat, N. C., and Miss Deicke is 
a graduate of Washington University, St. Louis. 


Installation service for the new officers will be 
conducted at the school chapel program Tuesday, 
April 4. 





Synodical Training Schools 
And Adult Conferences 
Summer 1950 


Throughout the Assembly many women will 
gather in Training Schools of the various Synodi- 
cals, and others will have opportunity for fellow- 
ship with men of the Church in certain Adult Con- 
ferences. (These latter are so named since men and 
women attend; the time covers a weekend, instead 
of five or six days generally given to the Training 
School.) 


The Board of Women’s Work is glad to announce 
the following for the summer of 1950: 
Training Schools 
Appalachia: King College, Bristol, Tenn., May 29 - 
June 3. 
Arkansas: 
12-17. 
Florida: Mount Dora, Florida, June 5-10. 
Georgia: Wesleyan College, Macon, Ga., June 19- 
9 


“- 


Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark. June 


Louisiana: Silliman College, Clinton, La., June 12- 





Mississippi: Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss., June 


19-24. 

Missouri: William 
June 19-24. 

North Carolina: Peace College, Raleigh, N. C., June 
8-14. 

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Presbyterian College, Durant, 
Okla., July 17-21. 

Snedecor Memorial: Stillman College, 
Ala., Aug. 8-15. 
South Carolina: Coke 

June 12-17. 
Texas: Presbyterian 
Aug. 16-22. 
Virginia: Massanetta Springs, 
July 24-30. 
West Virginia: Davis Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va., 
June 5-10. 


Woods College, Fulton, Mo., 


Tuscaloosa, 
College, Hartsville, S. C., 


Mo-Ranch Assembly, Texas, 


Harrisonburg, Va., 


Adult Conferences 
Alabama: Judson College, Marion, Ala., June 2-4. 
Tennessee: Nacome, Tenn., Aug. 18-20. 
Kentucky: Centre College, Danville, Ky., Sept. 8-10. 





News Items From The 
Presbytery Of El Paso 


Coahoma, Tex.—Having gone without regular 
pastoral services for more than two years, the 
Presbyterians here rejoice in the prospects before 
the church in the coming of Mr. Robert Hawkins, 
who has accepted a call to the church. Mr. Hawkins 
will graduate from Austin Theological Seminary in 
May and will present himself for examination for 
ordination at the Spring Meeting of this presbytery. 


Lubbock, Tex.—The Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, in the southwest section of this city, cele- 
brated its second birthday anniversary with the an- 
nouncement that beginning with the first of April 
it would be a self-sustaining church; when orga- 
nized in February 1948 it begun with eighty odd 
members but when the charter membership list was 
presented in its first report to presbytery there 
were 102. Mr. Merrill Proudfoot, a student in 
Austin Seminary, served during the summer of 
1948, and through his efforts and the cooperation 
of the people, the church was ready in the fall to 
call a minister; this was the Reverend David L. 
Zacharias. In these two years under the leadership 
of Mr. Zacharias, the church has had constant 
growth; it has built the first unit of its plant, a 
manse costing about $10,000, which was followed 
by a Fellowship Hall and Educational Building 
costing over $25,000. Every department of the 
church is well organized. The Church School en- 
rollment is now 275 and the Church Membership 
284. The Home Missions Committee and the entire 
presbytery congratulate the church on this progress, 
accomplished by a fine spirit of cooperation. 


Crane, Tex.—The church here under the fine 
leadership of the Reverend Jack C. Ramsey, Jr., is 
moving forward in its first year of organization. 
The congregation has gone forward, step by step 
toward the realization of the dream they had in 
being organized in August of 1949. Mr. Merrill 
Proudfoot, a student in Austin Seminary, worked 
diligently another summer and the church asked for 
organization then. In October Mr. Ramsey began 
his work, after having been two years in study in 
Scotland, where he received his Ph. D. degree. The 
church has purchased a manse and with the assist- 
ance of interested persons in the presbytery has 
bought a location for its church home, across the 
street from the new and costly High School Build- 
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ing. A Building Planning Committee has been 
formed and is at work. 


Odessa, Tex.—The next church which will become 
a member of the Presbytery of El Paso is Normandy 
Heights Church in Odessa. By the gracious act of 
the First Church of Odessa, when it moved into its 
new building, their former church building was 
moved by the Home Missions Committee to a loca- 
tion in the northeast part of the city, near a new 
grammar school building. The Committee secured 
the services of the Reverend Harry G. McDonell, 
Jr., of High Springs, Florida, who came in January. 
Services were started in the new location in Feb- 
ruary, and a Church School began in March. The 
people of the community of some 15,000 people in 
which there is as yet no church save this are interes- 
ted in the project, a charter membership petition is 
growing and will be presented to the presbytery at 
its Spring meeting. This area is a part of the city 
of Odessa the population of which is probably over 
50,000 this year. 


Westminster Church, El Paso, Tex.—This church 
has purposed for a long time to move to another 
part of the city of El Paso. Lots have been pur- 
chased in a residential section near Texas Western 
College, another area in which there is no church 
located. The congregation has called the Reverend 
Collis S. McKinney, who will begin his work there 
early in April. 





Presbyterianism In Dallas, Tex. 


Holy Week was a very happy week for Presby- 
terianism in the City of Dallas. The week previous 
a simultaneous Visitation Evangelism Program, 
under the direction of Synod’s Evangelist, Rev. E. 
F. Deutsch, resulted in three hundred and twenty- 
four commitments. 


Then that week witnessed visible fruitage of the 
work of The Presbyterian Extension Committee of 
Dallas, a layman’s organization. On Sunday, April 
2, ground was broken for the Covenant Presby- 
terian Church building, with appropriate ceremonies 
led by the minister, Rev. Allen H. Craft. They have 
used a store building and a former nite club for 
worship since organization in November, 1947. On 
Sunday, April 9, Rev. Daniel A. Baker led his con- 
gregation in ground breaking ceremonies for the 
new Wynnewood Presbyterian Church, which has 
been worshipping in a temporary frame building 
since its organization in November, 1948. 

On Easter Sunday, the Sunset Presbyterian 
Church entered its beautiful new sanctuary con- 
structed adjacent to the educational building which 
had been their place of worship also since removal 
to their new location in February, 1948. 


Each of these ventures has been a project of the 
Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas which 
has aided each church substantially in the procuring 
of sites and the erection of buildings. W. N. 
Stewart, Sr., First Church Elder, is the retiring 
president and A. E. Chester of Highland Park 
Church has been chosen president for 1950-51. Two 
other recently organized churches, Preston Hollow 
and John Knox, are being sponsored by this organi- 
zation. 


The Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas 
is a layman’s organization composed of representa- 
tives from each church within the City of Dallas. 
It works under the authority of the Presbytery and 
in complete cooperation with its Committee of 
Home Missions. The policy thus far has been that 
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the Extension Committee would give major effort 
to the securing of sites and aid in the erection of 
church buildings, the Home Mission Committee em- 
ploying personnel for the initiation of these efforts. 
Three of these five churches have already come to 
self support, the other two will be self supporting 
by the end of this church year. 


A study of statistics shows that these five 
churches have since organization received 810 mem- 
bers. Of this number 16 percent have come upon 
profession of faith, 17 percent upon reaffirmation 
of faith, 16 percent from other Presbyterian 
churches in the city of Dallas, and 51 percent 
from all other churches. 





DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Ten Davidson College students—five seniors and 
five juniors—have won membership in Phi Beta 
Kappa, exclusive national scholastic fraternity. 


Selected for consistently outstanding scholarship 
during their college careers, the seniors chosen were 
R. B. Bumbarger, Hickory; R. B. Jackson, Drakes 
Branch, Va.; B. D. Kendall, San Antonio, Texas; 
P. L. O’Briant, Durham and T. G. Spires, Miami, 
Florida. 


The five juniors elected were J. M. Campbell, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; J. D. Deck, Atlanta; C. K. Kistler, 
Mooresville; J. J. Murray, Jr., Lexington, Va. and 
D. W. Shriver, Jr., Norfolk, Va. 





New Regional Director For 


Kentucky - West Virginia 


The Rev. J. M. Bemiss, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Liberty, Missouri has accepted the call 
of the Assembly’s Board of Education and the 
Synod Committees to become the new Regional 
Director of Religious Education for the Synods of 
Kentucky and West Virginia, succeeding Dr. D. B. 
Walthall who recently became Director of Leader- 
ship Education. Mr. Bemiss is a graduate of Cen- 
tenary College of Louisiana and of Louisville Pres- 
byterian Seminary. Before going to Liberty, Mr. 
Bemiss held pastorates in Central City and Jackson, 
Kentucky and in Overland, Missouri. He will take 
up his work about April 15 and later establish his 
residence and headquarters in Huntington, West 
Virginia. 





Second Evangelism Conference 


For Professors And Instructors In 
Evangelism - Theological Seminaries 


Bible Colleges And Training Schools 
When: December 7-8-9 - 1950. 


Where: Louisville, Kentucky, Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary. 


Hotel and Entertainment: Brown Hotel. Each 
representative will make his own reservation in 
advance and take care of his own travel and enter- 
tainment. All Negro professors may secure free 
rooms at Simmons University or Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary by writing Dr. C. Morton Hanna, 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


Purpose: To study and to confer on all phases 
of evangelism, curriculum, content, texts, techni- 
ques, training, etc. To better and more adequately 
train the Protestant ministry and mission forces of 
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The Baptism Of Infants 
This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 


issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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America to win the lost to Christ. To share together 
all our resources to the above end. 


Program: Special addresses and discussions. The 
following outstanding leaders of various denomina- 
tions and schools have already been invited and 
accepted: Dr. Harold Ockenga, Boston; Dr. Dawson 
C. Bryan, Nashville; Dr. Ted Adams, Richmond; 
Dr. Ray Snodgrass, Enid, Okla.; Bishop Arthur J. 
Moore, Atlanta, pending. In addition we will have 
a rich field of leaders within our own ranks. 


Plans: Plan NOW to come. Set aside these dates. 
Another letter will follow in the early fall. This 
meeting can easily become one of the most potent- 
ial Protestant movements in America. 


“As goes the ministry—so goes the Church. 
As goes the Church—so goes America.” 


Pray - Plan - Participate 
(For further information write Dr. Cecil A. 


Thompson, Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Georgia). 
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A NEW REVIVAL 
A Christian Mission To Men 


By Robert T. Craig 


Pastor J. J. White Memorial Church 
McComb ... Mississippi 


This revival recently came to McComb, Miss- 
issippi. The whole town is awakened. The Presby- 
terian Church is spiritually revived. Churches of 
other denominations likewise are spiritually en- 
riched. Men gather together in small groups in the 
banks, the stores, in offices and on the streets and 
engage in serious conversation about the Christian 
Mission to Men, their own spiritual life, a man’s 
responsibility to live his religion and what men can 
do to advance the Kingdom of God. Truly a revival 
has come to McComb! 


Men who had not been to Church for years, men 
who felt that their business was not Christian and 
men who had never professed Christ joined with 
the men who were loyal and regular in church at- 
tendence to crowd the J. J. White Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church for three successive nights to hear 
Col. Roy LeCraw, Director of the Program of Pro- 
gress, present Christ in a layman’s way and lang- 
uage and urge men to make Christ the Only Answer 
for every problem of life, in the church, in politics, 
in business, in education, in government, and in 
family life. His messages were wonderful, and God 
used him in a great way in McComb. 


Church laymen are eager and hungry for a re- 
vival of Christian Religion in their hearts and in 
their churches. A Christian Mission to Men is the 
method through which this revival may come, under 
the power of God’s spirit, to any church anywhere. 
This Christian Mission to Men is something new in 
the Presbyterian Church, introduced by the Pro- 
gram of Progress for the purpose of activating the 
inactive man, to win the unsaved for Christ and to 
enlist all these to give “Christ the Only Answer” 
to a bewildered world. This is a layman’s revival. 


Since we are writing about a layman’s revival, 
we quote what men have to say themselves about 
the Christian Mission to Men. The names and pro- 
fessions of the men who are quoted are withheld, 
but here are their words: 


“T am glad Colonel LeCraw spoke to us as a 
layman in his Christian Mission to Men here 
in McComb. He has the knowledege, ability 
and most of all a terrifying insight into the 
human nature of Christian laymen which en- 
abled him to pierce the heart of all church 
members of Christian heritage such as I. He 
definitely has what we need to stir us from 
our complacency and make us work for Christ 
as never before.” 


“The Christian Mission to Men was the most 
thrilling and soul satisfying experience of my 
Christian life. It was a most gratifying sight to 
look over that large congregation of men and 
see the faces of men who seldom or never 
enter a church door.” 


“T can think of no recent event in our town 
which created more interest or did more good 
than Col. LeCraw’s messages. I highly recom- 
mend the Christian Mission to Men for my 
Church.” 


“It was by far the greatest experience that 
has ever come into my life spiritually.” 


“T have never heard anything to compare 
with the three messages delivered here.” 


“The Christian Mission to Men was probably 
the most far-reaching project ever undertaken 
by our Church.” 


“The Three-day Mission for Men held in our 
church has created more interest and has done 
more to advance the cause of Christ than any 
other meeting ever held in this community.” 


“The most effective meeting I have ever 
had the pleasure of attending was the three- 
day Christian Mission to Men.” 


“May I, as a member of another denomina- 
tion who had the pleasure of hearing every 
message, say that this Christian Mission to 
Men was the most helpful and inspirational 
thing I ever attended.” 


My fellow minister, Dr. Wyatt R. Hunter, Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, also says: 


“Tt was my privilege to attend all three 
services of the Christian Mission to Men. The 
mission for men, to men, and by men, has 
been a great spiritual blessing to our com- 
munity.” 


What is the secret of this successful revival for 
men? First, very definitely, one knows that God’s 
spirit was working in the preparation for and the 
carrying out of this mission. Men’s hearts are 
hungry today for the practical, applied Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The fact that this is a Mission to Men 
Only stirs new interest and enlists men who never 
would come to a usual church service. Men have 
the responsibility for planning and promoting this 
meeting themselves; this appeals to them. Further, 
the fact that the plan calls for a layman to conduct 
these services adds new interest for men. It gives 
them the rightful feeling that laymen are im- 
portant in the church. 


The men of the J. J. White Memorial Church 
have never worked more enthusiastically and earn- 
estly on any church project than on this Christian 
Mission to men. 


This Christian Mission to Men, if properly con- 
ducted over the General Assembly of our Church, 
would revitalize the spiritual life of all our people 
and set a great wave of winning the unsaved for 
Christ in motion, for the first step in soul winning 
is to revive the church member. 





Union Theological Seminary 


The spring election was held at Union Theological 
Seminary last week and William S. McLean of 
Lenoir, N. C. was elected president of the Student 
Body. 


McLean graduated from Davidson in 1947 re- 
ceiving the degree of Bachelor of Science. While 
there he was a member of the Phi Delta Theta 
Social Fraternity, Phi Beta Kappa and Omicron 
Delta Kappa Honorary Fraternities and YMCA. He 
held the office of President of the Student Body, 
YMCA, and Phi Delta Theta. He was on the varsity 
football team and worked on the staff of the 
Davidsonian. 


Having served as a Pilot of a B-17 with the 
Eighth Air Force in Europe, he entered the Sem- 
inary in September of 1948. 
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Other officers elected are as follows: Secretary: 
John Cowan, Nashville, Tenn.; Current Expense 
Treasurer: Bill Cohill, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Benevolent 
Expense Treasurer: Bob Patterson, Bluefield, West 
Virginia; Spiritual Life Chairman: Dick Bolls, 
Indianola, Miss.; Ecumenical Chairman: Charles 
Sydnor, Durham, N. C.; Co-Chairman of Ecumen- 
ical Life: Charles Turner, Winnsboro, S. C.; Social 
Chairman: W. W. Johnson, Shreveport, La.; Physic- 
al Life Chairman: Wentz Miller, Richmond, Va. 





Growing Opportunities For 
Evangelism—Use Them 


By Howard H. Thompson, D.D. 


A longing for something that is lacking in life, a 
desire for security for a future that is feared, a 
craving for a peace of mind in a disturbed world— 
these are some of the heart yearnings that open 
doors for evangelism. That multitudes of those with 
heart hunger are becoming victims of those who 
merely seek to mitigate their misery rather than 
deal with their deeper need, the problem of sin, 
but increases the responsibility for urgent Christian 
witnessing. That still others in their search for an 
authoritative voice are being snared by the claim 
of the Roman Catholic Church to speak with full- 
ness and finality on all matters pertaining to this 
life and that which is beyond the grave line, for so 
much of which they have not the least scriptural 
sanction, makes imperative our heralding the real 
Gospel message. 


Requests for instruction on the great basic 
teachings of the Christian faith is not without 
significance. To say that the recital of the Apostles’ 
Creed in so many of our churches is merely a 
further step in ritualism is to miss the point; this 
indicates a definite desire to know what we believe 
and the source of our doctrine. That all over our 
church lay people are manifesting unusual interest 
in the cardinal teachings of the Presbyterian church 
indicates enlarged opportunities to know Him and 
to make Him Known. 


The reception accorded lay people as they visit 
the unreached in their homes and places of business, 
and the frequency with which they respond to the 
invitation of their fellowmen to make the decision 
for Jesus Christ, lends tremendous encouragement 
for stepping-up our programs of evangelism. “The 
people we visited were so cordial in their reception 
of us ... When we stated that we were from the 
church, the door was opened wider immediately ... 
Securing their decision was much like picking ripe 
fruit ... They made their decision and thanked us 
for coming to see them,” these are typical of re- 
ports given by lay people returning from their 
visits. 


The more frequent calls that come to our office, 
“Please give me the name of some minister who 
is good in evangelistic services’ is one of good 
omens that mass evangelism, whether in the form 
of the protracted meeting, religious emphasis week, 
or some other method of emphasis is definitely on 
its way back. On these and other counts unquestion- 
ably a day is dawning of rare opportunity for going 
after the unreached for Christ and His Church. 


How may we wisely and fruitfully enter these 
opening doors? A wealth of lay potential in our 
assembly should be harnessed. All out of proportion 
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to our numerical strength is the lay leadership in 
the Presbyterian Church; in traveling over our 
southland one is impressed with the possibilities in 
our men, women and young people, much of it yet 
unenlisted in the great program of winning people 
to our Saviour. Equally impressive is the readiness 
with which they respond to the call to participate 
when this invitation is thoughtfully and prayertully 
given. Pastor after pastor has spoken enthusiastical- 
ly of the happy spirit of their fine response, num- 
bers of them stating, ‘“‘To my delight every man I 
interviewed consented to take part when I explained 
to him the nature of the work and that instruction 
would be given on how to take hold of it.” 


No small service is that of having lay people with 
joyful and fruitful experiences speak to groups or 
congregations, that have not yet engaged in lay 
evangelism, of their misgivings in consenting to 
visit and then of the wonderful time they had in 
the work. Arrange for such teams to visit your 
field and you will be over-joyed at the inspiration 
welling up in your own peoples’ hearts over the 
prospect of doing this same service. 


Leaders within reach of most every section of 
our denomination are now prepared to assist other 
churches in setting up a program of lay evangelism, 
and are glad of an invitation to do so. The As- 
sembly’s office in Atlanta is prepared to provide 
such names to pastors who desire this information. 
Literature is now available for inspiration and 
instruction in this and other procedures in evangel- 
ism from the same office. 


While lay-evangelism is the most successful form 
of emphasis in many cities and communities, mean- 
ing much to both those won and those God’s Spirit 
uses in winning them, it is just one of many 
patterns of emphasis. The important consideration 
is to give prayerful thought to what the Lord of 
the harvest would have you use. No church can af- 
ford to be complacent in such a time as we are now 
facing. No individual Christian dare be silent when 
God’s Spirit is moving among us with power. Well 
may we pray the prayer of Habakkuk, “O Lord, 
revive Thy work in the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known; in wrath remember 
mercy.” and also the prayer of one of our dedicated 
fellowmen, “‘Revive Thy Church O Lord, Beginning 
with me.” 





REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never have heard 
of it. 

EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 
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